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FROM THE PRESIDENT

More than thirty years ago,
Nativity’s story began with
14 middle school boys, their
families, and a group of local
Jesuits who shared a vision:
to create a place where a
Catholic education could
transform lives. Rooted

in faith and hope, their
advocacy laid the foundation
that still guides us as we
serve nearly 260 students
and their families today.

We remain committed to
our mission of educating
youth for a life of Christian
leadership and service, all
for the greater glory of God.

Our school theme this year,
En todo amar y servir, In all
things, to love and to serve,
calls us back to the heart of our Jesuit identity. To love is seeing Christ
in every student, family, and member of our community. To serve is
responding generously to the needs of the community and discerning
God’s call in times of both challenge and opportunity. From daily
lessons in the classroom to long-term strategic planning, we seek

to embody this call with courage, compassion,

and commitment.

Thank you for believing in our students and the transformative
impact of a Nativity education. Together, we continue to encourage
and guide young leaders who are prepared to serve, grow,

and make a difference in Milwaukee and beyond.

En todo amar y servir,

Vanessa Solis
President, Nativity Jesuit Academy
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PRIDE IN THE PACK

Nativity Jesuit by the Numbers

WHO WE SERVE

257

Total enrollment
in K4-8th grade

96

High school-aged
alumni through
our Graduate
Support Program

100%

Students
self-identifying
as Latino

100%

Students qualifying
for a Choice voucher

UNIQUE MODEL OF EDUCATION

Year-round instruction, including Extended
our Camp Thunderhead program school day
in the northwoods of Wisconsin

& |
Graduate support

services Jesuit tradition to be
“men and women for others”

Formation in our Catholic,

We Couldn’t Do It Without You!

Nativity’s uniqgue model of education and proven results are possible because of generous people like you!

Thank you for considering support of our current wish list:

Any amount of support toward these wish list items is greatly appreciated!

$80 funds a day of snacks for Nativity's after-school program
$170 funds a month of coffee for Nativity faculty and staff
$300 funds art materials for one class for the year

$500 funds mass supplies for the year

$1,000 funds hands-on manipulatives for students to be able
to physically practice concepts in math class.

Please give today through the enclosed envelope or at nativityjesuit.org/support

Thank you for making a Nativity education possible!
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A Word from our Director of Camp Thunderhead, GON cARIﬂo, los llMﬂNES:

Josh Kraemer

Every summer, as the buses make their way north to Camp Thunderhead, I'm reminded A Vocation Of Life, Love, and SerVice

of the power of a community coming together in love and service. This year’s school theme,

EnTodo Amar y Servir, In all things, to love and to serve, captures the heartbeat of Camp. at Camp Thu nderhead

CampThunderhead is an experience built on communal living, trust, and the practice
of caring for one another in meaningful ways.

R o s C 7

My own journey began in 2009 as a counselor in Pacheco Cabin. | now have the privilege ) . Sl I j
of serving as Camp Director for 14 summers. Over the years, I've witnessed students grow o e _ “i\ 3
through hardship and joy, and I've seen alumni return not just to relive memories, but to lead : poF
and give back to another generation of campers.

Our remarkable staff make it all possible and embody servant leadership and the “Grad at Grad”
values we strive to cultivate. You will hear more from our camp leaders in this newsletter who
answered the call to love and to serve.

Camp is not easy. The days are long, but in every moment there is a chance to uplift others.
Whether it's comforting a homesick student, cleaning dishes, or leading with patience during
a tense moment, this is the soul of our work.

As you read, | invite you to reflect on your own capacity to love and to serve. Our camp
community is always growing, and we welcome you to walk alongside us in this mission.

With gratitude,

Josh Kraemer
Director of Camp Thunderhead

When Nativity Jesuit Academy students and alumni talk about Camp Thunderhead,
they fondly recall catching their first fish on the lake, bonding during dance routines
for Olympics, or receiving a “Thunderhead Clap” on deck. But just as memorable are
the homemade meals, lovingly prepared by Camp’s longtime cooks: Mr. and Mrs. Limén,
= affectionately known as “Grandpa and Grandma.” Their story is the definition of
. —
N En todo amar y servir.
“
S £
~  Originally from Ledn, Guanajuato, Mexico, New to Milwaukee, the Limones needed ==
the Limones built their early lives together to find a school for their younger children. =
. in Compton, California. Despite the challenges They started in a public school but soon ="
of raising children among neighborhood gang learned that they could enroll their children =
violence, they worked hard to create a better in Catholic schools, something that had ]
future for their family. Like many parents, they always been important to them. “In Mexico, ==
dreamed of a safer place for their children to my parents weren’t rich, but they had enough
thrive. With the encouragement of a cousin money to send me to a Catholic school,
in Milwaukee, they made the decision to start and | loved it,” said Mrs. Limon. In California,
a new chapter in this new city with faith limited seats and cost of tuition made \
in the opportunities to come. Catholic education inaccessible and

Milwaukee offered that chance.
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During a Sunday mass in 1996 at St. Patrick’s Church, the priest
announced that Nativity was enrolling students in grades 6-8 that
included a summer camp experience. In Mexico, summer camp was seen
as a luxury for wealthy families, so the idea that their children could have
this opportunity sparked their interest. They applied to Nativity, and three
of the seven Limon siblings, Alejandro ‘00, Samuel ‘02, and Jose ‘10 were
accepted. In time, several grandchildren would follow.

For the Limones, Nativity was
more than a school, it was

the realization of the Catholic
education they hoped for.

Their children were challenged
academically, grew in faith,

and developed discipline and
responsibility. Nativity expected
more from both students and
families, encouraging them to
be engaged in their educational
experience. “We could tell that
our children developed stronger
values and started behaving
differently from other kids who
did not attend Nativity,’
Mr. Limon recalled.

Their connection to Nativity
deepened when Jose, their
youngest son, asked them to
cook during Parents’ weekend
at CampThunderhead.That
one weekend turned into a
call to serve and be a part of
CampThunderhead for years
to come. “Cooking for the kids
was a wonderful experience,
especially knowing that this
was something we would do
on a yearly basis,” Mr. and
Mrs. Limon reflected.
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MVER STORY

They see God in the smiles of campers, in the warmth
of shared meals, and in the quiet beauty of camp.

They were invited to join the kitchen team at Camp Thunderhead

full time and without hesitation, Mr. and Mrs. Limon wholeheartedly
agreed. After completing a food safety certification and training, they
officially became CampThunderhead’s cooks. Fifteen years later,
they are still faithfully serving in the kitchen, preparing meals that
nourish both bodies and spirits. Cooking for students has become

a mission of love. For the Limones, each meal served is a way to
care and make each child feel seen
and cherished.

Their presence at camp has
been instrumental for the entire
Nativity community. Students
and staff see them as family,

so much so that Mr. Limon
jokes that they have, “gained
many additional grandchildren
over the years.” Out of the many
camp memories, one moment
stands out. Counselors and
staff gifted the Limones a hand-
etched image of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, made out of wood.
Now displayed in their home, it
stands as a symbol of their love
and service, deeply connected
to CampThunderhead and the
Nativity community.

Mr. and Mrs. Limén embody Nativity's
mission. For them, En todo amar
y serviris more than a phrase, but
a way of life. They see God in the
smiles of campers, in the warmth
of shared meals, and in the quiet
beauty of camp.Their legacy lives
on not only in their own children
and grandchildren, but in every
Nativity student who carries their
example of gratitude, service,
and faith into the world.
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IGNATION REFLECTION IGNATION REFLECTION

] Ignatian Reflection: To Love and To Serve

The call to In all things, to love and to serve is at the very
heart of Ignatian spirituality and the mission of Nativity
Jesuit Academy. When St. Ignatius of Loyola reflected

on his life, his greatest moments of transformation were
not measured in personal achievement but in how he
responded to the people and needs around him.

His invitation to the early Jesuits was clear:

to follow Christ means
to love generously
and to serve selflessly.

At Nativity, we know that love and service go hand in hand.
Real love moves us to notice others’ needs and respond

to them. Real service is not just about action, but the spirit
in which we act, with compassion, humility, and care.

In the classrooms, our teachers invest in students’
academic, personal, and spiritual growth. Our students
celebrate one another, recognizing that every success
belongs to the community.

Of course, to love and to serve is not always easy.

Love requires patience, especially when we are frustrated.
Service asks us to sacrifice, even when it is inconvenient.
Yet it is often in those moments of challenge that we learn
to live out our mission. When a student encourages

a classmate, when a family sacrifices for their child’s
future, or when our supporters give generously,

Ignatius’ vision comes to life.

This Ignatian spirituality goes beyond the walls of Nativity.
It extends into homes, neighborhoods, and communities.
Our graduates carry valuable knowledge and skills
alongside commitment to a life of leadership and service.
They build relationships, lift others up, and find joy in living
for something greater than themselves.

To love and to serve is both a gift and a responsibility.

It is how we grow as individuals and as a school. Just
as Ignatius discovered the richness of walking with
companions, we too are called to walk with one another
in love and in service.
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ALUMNI FEATURE

From Student to Camp Thunderhead Counselor
Featuring: Jose Villanueva ‘18

ALUMNI FEATURE

9

Born in Guadalajara, Mexico and
raised in Milwaukee, Jose Villanueva
‘18 and his family had no idea how
Nativity would change their lives. Jose's
parents chose Nativity because of the
Jesuit, Catholic values and structure it
provided. Although it was challenging,
the experiences at Nativity and Camp
Thunderhead helped him grow
tremendously. “l was a shy kid.
Nativity and Camp T Thunderhead
helped me open up and grow into

the person | am today.”

When Jose arrived at camp in

6th grade, he didn't know what to
expect. Over the years, he reflected
on how his camp counselors

took the time to make sure he felt
seen and heard. Their guidance
established the foundation to build
lasting friendships. By the time he
became an 8th grader, Camp meant
everything to him and he did not
want to leave.

CampThunderhead gave him

more confidence, easing his
transition into high school and
college. The study habits and
discipline he developed at Nativity
became tools he would utilize during
his time at St. Thomas More High
School and UW-Milwaukee.

He credits Mr. Kraemer, Director

of CampThunderhead, with shaping his mindset and commitment to leadership.

Jose deepened his sense of responsibility and affirmed his desire to serve others by committing
to both the boys and girls camp sessions as a camp counselor. “I knew the experience wasn’t
about me. It was about the students. | felt a calling to come back as a Camp Counselor to recreate
and share the wonderful memories | had with my past counselors with current students.”
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His parents supported his return to camp, especially knowing he would be a part of his younger
sister Rocio’s ‘26 final year at camp.

Now a senior at UW-Milwaukee studying Kinesiology, Jose hopes to become a Physical
Therapist. That goal was sparked by his own experience recovering after a basketball injury in
high school. A positive experience with his physical therapist confirmed his desire to help others
on their own healing paths. “Nativity instilled in me a strong commitment to justice, and for me
that means doing the right thing and
helping others live healthier lives
through physical therapy. Without
Nativity’s support, | would not have
been able to pursue my degree

in the field.”

Jose is looking forward to returning
as a camp counselor next summer,
this time welcoming his 4th grade
sister, Diana, to her first weekend
at CampThunderhead. He has even
inspired his younger brother, Alan
‘22, to join the new “Lobo Leaders”
program, a three-week leadership
experience to train high school aged
Nativity alumni to become the next
generation camp leaders.

Jose encourages other alumni

to become a camp counselor

at CampThunderhead. “Get involved
again. Becoming a camp counselor was
one of the most beautiful experiences
I've ever had. It helped me grow, give
back, and carry forward what Nativity
gave to me.’

nativityjesuit.org | Fall 2025
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ALUMNI FEATURE

From Classroom to Camp Thunderhead Counselor
Featuring: Austin Piszczek ‘15

ALUMNI FEATURE

1"
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Austin’s family has a long history at
Nativity. As a proud Nativity graduate
from the Class of 2015, Austin followed
in the footsteps of his brothers, Julio
‘01, Christopher ‘06, and Mitchell 10,
in both the school hallways and being
a part of the Nativity community. “We
grew up in a Catholic family and my
parents wanted a school that reflected
their values. My mom wanted a

place that supported Latino families,”
he explained. “When they met Ms.
Rosario Sanchez, a former Nativity
principal, her sincerity made them feel
like they could trust Nativity, and after
Julio started, we were all in.”

Austin went on to graduate from
Marquette University High School
and is currently completing his
Bachelor’s degree in Latin American
Studies at UW-Milwaukee, hoping
to one day become a teacher. For
the past two years, he has been
serving as a full-time Academic Aide
at Nativity, giving back to the place
where he once sat as a student.

Austin’s return to Nativity came about
almost by chance. When he was
offered the position, he was unsure
whether to accept the role. “Nativity
is a place that means so much to me
that | didn't want to let my community
down by not doing well,” he shared.
“l asked my mom for advice and she
said, leave it in God’s hands. So | did.
Once | stepped into the role, it felt
right, like | was where | was meant

to be!

That same spirit of discernment led Austin to
CampThunderhead this past summer, where
he returned as a Camp Counselor. Camp has
always held a special place in Austin’s life.

It represented a rite of passage, a place of
growth, brotherhood, and becoming.

“When | first went to camp, | was really shy,”
he remembered. “My friend David and | would
stay up in the Pacheco Cabin, talking about
how much we missed our moms. Fast forward
to this summer, | returned as lead counselor
of that same cabin. Seeing the empty bunks,

| was reminded of all the wonderful memories

of friends and staff that made me feel at home!”

One especially powerful experience for him was

serving as a counselor during the girls’ camp

session. “As a student, | never imagined Nativity

becoming co-ed,” he reflected. “Now, | can't
picture it any other way.” He describes the girl’s

camp as a blooming garden of Latina excellence

and takes deep pride in being part of
a community that not only witnesses
that growth but helps to shape it.

For Austin, being a Camp Thunderhead
counselor is more than a job. It's a
vocation. “l want to keep doing this
work for as long as | can. | want our
students to feel seen, cared for, loved,
and safe. | hope they remember the
wilderness; the cicadas’ song and the
little wooden shrine to our Lady of
Guadalupe between the cabins and
dining hall. But most of all, | hope
they remember who they were when
they arrived, and see how much
they've grown.’
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CLASS OF 2025 NATIVITY NEWS

Nativity Class of 2025 NOCHE DE NATIVITY
A Night to Scholarship Nativity Students

r Gr Ar
OU G aduates Are FRIDAY MAY 1, 2026

: Committed . Open  Seeking Intellectual Join us for a night to support the education of youth for lives of Christian leadership
Loving 1o Justice eligious to Growth Excellence and service. This event will immerse you into Nativity's unique mission and model

education. With a twist on the traditional gala format, you will get to experience
Nativity's culture and witness your impact firsthand.

Where are t

= MARQUETTE a k
1 UNIVERSITY
=) HIGH SCHOOL QU
For Faith, Scholarship and Community C R] STO REY

U] X

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

HIGH SCHOOL Science  Technology
SOUTH CAMPUS

B‘ DOMINICAN Car men
—

vy E T Y ( —. Cocktail Hour: Come to explore the school, learn about the transformative components

iy g P ' | - that make the Nativity model successful and enjoy unique bites and drinks that let you
o= et experience students’ Latino culture.

N Mission Moment and Scholarship Support: participate in a brief program that highlights

educating youth for lives of Christian leadership and service, including a live auction

and scholarship appeal to make this education possible for students from the southside

of Milwaukee.

NATIVITY NATIVITY = NATIVITY
JESUTT TESELT VESETT ALIMNT
ALLIMIN ALUMN ALLMS

wF

o s, k r 1 ; T

NATI (2 NATIVITY NATIVITY \1'.1:[:?;::"'1": NATIVITY i [ i . i i . . |

i Y pA Fori NATIVITY Fiesta: end the night with enjoying dinner, drinks and live music as we celebrate culture
T ALLT — ALUMN]

and community!

Keep your eyes out for the Save the Date arriving soon! If you have questions
or want to reserve a sponsorship or tickets, please visit njadinner26 @givesmart.com.
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NOCHE DE NATIVITY:

A NIGHTTO SCHOLARSHIP NATIVITY STUDENTS
Friday, May 1, 2026 at Nativity Jesuit Academy
Njadinner26.givesmart.com

GOLF OUTING
Monday, July 27, 2026 at Westmoor Country Club
Nativitygolf26.givesmart.com

Stay connected with Nativity Jesuit Academy
by updating your email address at

nativityjesuit.org/email




