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Mission: Educating youth for a life of Christian leadership and service

History and Expansion
● Nativity opened in 1993 as an all-boy middle school after parents approached their

parish priest seeking support for their sons who were being pulled by external influences
such as gangs.

● Starting in 2014, we expanded to be a full K4-8 co-ed school. We are now almost at full
capacity with 257 students in our 2021-22 school year (capacity is 260).

Our Model

● Family Engagement
○ Nativity is different than a typical K4-8 school and that only works with the trust

and partnership of our parents.
○ 100% parent participation in our most recent round of parent-teacher

conferences
● Extended School Day

○ Learning how to seek extra help and manage time are necessary life skills.
○ Students in 5th-8th grade practice these skills with a structured study hall with

Nativity educators until 4:30 PM Monday through Thursday
● Extended School Year

○ The “summer slide” references the knowledge students typically lose over break.
This loss is even more pronounced among low-income students. Nativity’s model
combats this phenomenon with an extended school year.

○ All 1st-5th grade students attend summer school at Nativity’s Milwaukee campus
in partnership with the Center for Urban Teaching. This includes breakfast, lunch
and a full day of instruction.

○ Camp Thunderhead is a mandatory summer academic residential program for all
students entering 6th-8th grade. They spend their summers learning at our
Northwoods campus.

■ Classes in reading, math, and science six days a week with traditional
camp activities and leadership development

■ Often the first time students learn to swim or experience the Northwoods
■ Nativity runs its Northwoods Campus for eight weeks each summer, with

separate sessions for boys and girls with one parent visit per session.
● Graduate Support Services

○ Support for 8th graders and their families in navigating high school applications
○ Mentoring support for graduates in 9th-12th Grade including monthly meetings

with a meal and guided curriculum for freshman and sophomore matches
○ After School study hall and open gym times at Nativity for students to get

continued support from our Director of Graduate Support. This is especially
beneficial for students who may be struggling with certain high school classes.
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State Report Card
● 8th Grade Outcomes- See chart on school profile

○ By using 8th grade test scores, we show the final stage of academic
development from a student’s time at Nativity.

● Reading the Report Card
○ Strengths

■ All students who receive state funding (public, Charter and Choice) take
the Forward Exam. These results are intended to compare schools’
performance to previous years and to one another.

○ Limitations
■ With COVID, many schools had drastically lower test participation in

spring 2021.
■ The state utilizes proprietary statistical analysis to compare schools,

leaving the public uncertain about what weight certain metrics are given in
determining a school’s ranking.

● Independent Analysis
○ Rationale

■ To get a more clear understanding, beyond the capabilities of the school
report card, of where Nativity stands compared to other southside school,
area Choice schools, and K-8 schools across the state

■ This statistical analysis was done by Spencer Schien, a local data analyst
who is focused on education

○ Rankings
■ Nativity is the #1 school in the state of Wisconsin serving a student

population that is 75%+ Latino
■ Nativity is the #1 K-8 Choice school in Southeast Wisconsin
■ Nativity is the #4 K-8 school in the entire state of Wisconsin


