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RENOVATIONS MEET NEEDS  
OF LARGER STUDENT BODY

PLUS:
Meet Nativity’s Next President  

A Year in Pictures

SPRING 2020

EDUCATING YOUTH FOR A LIFE OF CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE 
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Gratitude and Grace

Saint Ignatius believed that we 
can find God in all things, at every 
moment. For the founder of the 
Society of Jesus, many things—
even if they seem inconsequential 
—are occasions for gratitude.  
You recall them and you “relish” 
or “savor” them, as Ignatius 
would say.  

I am so grateful to God for my time 
at Nativity Jesuit Academy. Jesuit 
education at Nativity is about 
teaching that transforms. It is 
about seeing every student as 
God’s creation and believing that if we can bring forth their God-
given gifts and talents, we can make our way to a better world. We 
see the possibilities in each of them! What a joy it has been to be 
a part of this remarkable mission.

Nativity is now graced with a new leader who will carry on this 
outstanding mission. Maureen Schuerman will begin her role as 
president of Nativity Jesuit Academy on July 1. She has been on 
board since early March, learning about all aspects of the school 
and I am happy to assist her throughout the coming academic 
year. Maureen is a person of faith, she has a deep appreciation for 
the Nativity Jesuit mission and she brings a wealth of experience 
that will serve the school well. I know that the Jesuit vision of 
Catholic elementary education in Milwaukee will continue to 
thrive under her leadership.

God is Good!

Susan M. Smith
President, Nativity Jesuit Academy
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Cover photo 
A historic day at Nativity 
Jesuit Academy as Most 
Reverend James Schuerman, 
auxiliary bishop of Milwaukee, 
consecrates the new altar in  
St. Ignatius Chapel.

Meet Our President-Elect
Maureen Schuerman will succeed Sue Smith as president of Nativity Jesuit Academy on  
July 1, 2020. Schuerman has worked in Catholic education for more than 20 years—beginning 
her career in fund development at the Woodlands Academy of the Sacred Heart, Marquette 
University and St. Catherine’s School of Racine. In 2005, she became president of Dominican 
High School, where she led growth of the school’s enrollment and annual fund, along with 
multiple capital improvements. Schuerman has worked as a consultant for organizations 
including the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, the Nativity Miguel Network of Schools and Siena 
Catholic Schools on projects related to strategic planning, board development and fundraising. 
She also taught at Marquette University as an adjunct professor in nonprofit management.  

FROM THE PRESIDENT PRIDE IN THE PACK

Nativity Jesuit by the Numbers

OUR MODEL

125
Check-in visits with high school-age  

alumni each year

5 
Weeks of residential instruction and 
leadership development in Mercer, 

Wisconsin, for grades 6-8

17,000+
Cumulative hours of 

 annual blended learning instruction

99% 
Year-to-year student retention rate

STUDENTS

97% 
Students receiving need-based financial 

aid through Choice programs

100% 
Students benefiting from federal  
hot lunch and breakfast programs

99% 
Families self-identifying as Catholic

252 
Total enrollment in K4-8th Grade

RESULTS

#1 
Top rated K4-8 school in Greater  

Milwaukee area according to  
2019 Apples to Apples Report by  

Wisconsin Institute of Law and Liberty

26 
Average score on ACT compared to 

national average of 18 for Latino males

100% 
Recent alumni who have graduated high 

school on time and been accepted 
 into college
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Final Renovations Meet Needs of Larger Student Body

COVER STORY

>>

This year we celebrate the completion of renovations at our Milwaukee and 
Mercer campuses, made possible through our donors’ generous support of the 

Transforming Lives Capital Campaign. These renovations have enabled Nativity to 
grow from a small, all-boys middle school to having facilities that support the #1 co-ed 
K4-8 academy in the Greater Milwaukee area1 serving more than 250 students. 

The need to expand came from our community. 
According to research by the Greater 
Milwaukee Foundation and UW-Milwaukee 
Center for Economic Development, our school’s 
zip code (53215) has the highest percentage 
of Latino families in Wisconsin. More than 30 
percent of these families are living in poverty. 
Through our growth, Nativity can better serve 
families and prepare our students for lives of 
Christian leadership and service. 

The success of this campaign has done more 
than accommodate additional classrooms. It 
has provided our teachers with the space they 
need to deliver a higher level of personalized 
education, spaces for faith formation, 
accommodation for female students and room 
for creativity to blossom. With our campus 
transformed, we look forward to the next 
chapter for Nativity Jesuit Academy. 

MISSION EXPRESSED – A SPACE FOR PRAYER 

At Nativity, our Jesuit identity is at the heart 
of all we do, and nowhere is that more visible 
than in the newly renovated St. Ignatius Chapel 
which stands at the entrance to our school. 

On November 20, Nativity Jesuit Academy 
welcomed Most Reverend James Schuerman, 
auxiliary bishop of Milwaukee. Bishop Schuerman 

led the Mass of Dedication for St. Ignatius 
Chapel consecrating its new altar and the space 
in which it resides. The event involved students, 
families, staff, donors, Jesuits and the School 
Sisters of St. Francis. 

The ceremony began with Nativity students 
lining the school hallways waiting in prayer 
for the bishop to arrive. The center of the 
ceremony – the Rite of Dedication – began with 
the placement of two Jesuit relics, representing 
St. Ignatius of Loyola and St. Aloysius of 
Gonzaga, which were gifted to Nativity by 
the School Sisters of St. Francis. The bishop 
anointed the altar with Sacred Chrism 

(consecrated oil) as the central symbol of 
Christ in our midst. Incense was then brought 
forth as a representation of our prayers rising 
to the throne of God. As the incense filled 
the room, the bishop led the congregation in 
prayer and song.

After communion, the new tabernacle was 
inaugurated with songs and signs of honor 
as the Blessed Sacrament was placed inside. 
Representatives from Nativity’s first co-ed 
class presented gifts thanking John and Katie 
Mehan in memory of Katie’s parents, Jim 
and Ginny Wheeler and to Jay Schwister for 
chairing the Transforming Lives Campaign. 

With the Rite of Dedication complete, the 
school may formally use its chapel space 
for daily assembly and weekly Mass.  We 
thank the bishop and all who attended for a 
tremendous celebration. 

 1  Will Flanders, P. (2019). Apples to Apples: The Definitive Look at School Test 
Scores in Milwaukee and Wisconsin for 2019. Wisconsin Institute of Law 
and Liberty.
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RENOVATIONS COVER STORY

COMMITMENT TO ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

The final round of capital improvements 
brought exciting changes for Nativity’s 
kindergarten classes. Newly renovated 
classrooms for K4 and K5 are larger than 1,100 
square feet, 40 percent bigger than the original 
kindergarten classrooms. With more space, 
teachers can better incorporate kinesthetic 
(tactile) learning to help students develop 
gross motor skills and learn new concepts in 
an accessible way. 

One of the biggest enhancements has been 
the integration of centers within the space 
including a dramatic play area, reading corner, 
sensory table and blended learning area. “In 
our old room, there was no space to have 
permanent centers. We lost time between 
each lesson packing and unpacking supplies,” 
says K4 teacher Martha Perez. “Now all those 
supplies have a place in the classroom, and 
students know where that is. As they rotate 
between centers, students practice being 
independent and help one another instead 
of waiting for a teacher. The result is more 
learning for our students!”

BEING SMART ABOUT ART CLASS

Art class encourages students to develop 
creative thinking, problem solving and self-
expression. According to a 2019 study by 
the Brookings Institution, “students who 
received more arts education experiences are 
more interested in how other people feel and 
more likely to want to help people who are 
treated badly.” Art is an essential part of the 
curriculum for all grades at Nativity. 

However, all that creativity can cause quite a 
mess in the wrong room! The newly renovated 
art room is up to the task with four large sinks 
for easy cleanup, extra storage and flexible 
furniture that can be moved to accommodate 
larger creations. 

 

While our growth has been 
intentional, we seek continuous 

improvement. In order to 
serve a continually changing 

world, there must be room for 
experimentation and innovation 

in our educational planning. 

MERCER PREPARES TO WELCOME FEMALE 
STUDENTS

Each year, middle school students at Nativity 
Jesuit spend a month living in the Northwoods 
of Wisconsin at our summer residential 
campus in Mercer. They participate in camp 
favorites like hiking and swimming as well as 
half-day instruction in subject areas of math, 
reading and science. Our 12-month curriculum 
is a core element of the Nativity model to keep 
students in the habit of learning all year long 
and prevent the summer slide. For the majority 
of our students from Milwaukee’s south side, 
Nativity’s summer program is the first time 
they have experienced the great outdoors. 

As our first co-ed class of trailblazers prepares 
to enter the middle school, expanded facilities 
including the Lakeview Lodge were constructed 
to accommodate the larger staff necessary for 
the new girls’ session in Summer 2021. 

PATH TO CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT  

Nativity Jesuit plays a vital role in our 
community. While our growth has been 
intentional, we seek continuous improvement. 

In order to serve a continually changing world, 
there must be room for experimentation and 
innovation in our educational planning. 

That is why we are now engaged in a planning 
process that will look forward to the next 
three to five years. As we do so, we remain 
focused on academic rigor, excellence in all 
things and a relentless commitment to our 
students while continuing to define what it 
means to be a Jesuit academy today on the 
south side of Milwaukee.  •
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WHY WE GIVE

Thanks to a personal connection with Nativity 
Jesuit co-founder Fr. Bill Johnson, S.J., Jim 

and Ginny Wheeler were among the very first 
of the school’s supporters. They became more 
involved as their daughter, Katie Mehan, started 
to volunteer at Nativity and from then on, the 
family’s engagement grew. Katie explains, “Jim 
and Ginny thought it was very important to make 
Catholic education opportunities available to 
those who might not have the financial means to 
access it,” and that is why they chose to invest in 
Nativity Jesuit. 

Throughout their lives, Ginny and Jim were 
deeply committed to Catholic education. 
All four of the Wheelers’ children were 
Catholic educated from 1st grade through 
university, and the couple endeavored 
to make that opportunity available to all 
students. Jim and Ginny founded the Blue 
and Gold Fund at Marquette University, 
were avid supporters of Dominican High 
School, and were instrumental in the 
initial build-out of Nativity Jesuit’s current 
campus. All of this they undertook because 
they believed in the value of Catholic 
education to prepare young people for academic, 
professional and spiritual success. 

Jim Wheeler passed away in 2013 at the age 
of 90. To honor his memory as an advocate for 
Jesuit education and a man of strong faith, Ginny 
chose to invest in the renovation of St. Ignatius 
Chapel at Nativity Jesuit Academy. Her intention 
was to create a prayerful and welcoming space 

James and Virginia Wheeler –  
A Legacy of Faith
 

for students to gather and 
grow in their faith. While 
Ginny passed away prior 
to the chapel’s completion, 
her family believes that 
she would be pleased with 

the outcome: “Ginny and Jim would have 
appreciated the successful renovation of the 
existing chapel space resulting in a prayerful 
setting for the student body.”

Jim and Ginny spent their lives in support of 
Catholic education. To see Nativity students 
gathered in the renovated chapel is a powerful 
tribute to the faith and love they shared.   •

To Give and Not to Count the Cost 
Become a Sustaining Gift Donor Today!

... a prayerful and welcoming 
space for students to gather 

and grow in their faith. 

Lord Jesus, teach me 
to be generous; teach 
me to serve you as you 
deserve, to give and 
not to count the cost, to 
fight and not to heed the 
wounds, to toil and not 
to seek for rest, to labor 
and not to seek reward, 
except that of knowing 
that I do your will. 

         – St. Ignatius of Loyola

S aint Ignatius encouraged us through the Prayer  
 for Generosity to “give and not to count the cost.” 

Becoming a sustaining donor is simple. Sign up once  
and your ongoing commitment will have a lasting impact 
on the lives of Nativity students.

A sustaining monthly gift is a great way to increase the 
potential of your annual support conveniently, affordably 
and securely by credit card or automatic bank transfer. 
Andrea Scrobel has been a sustaining donor since 2017. 
As she puts it, “Direct deposit is easy for me and I feel 
good knowing that Nativity can count on my support every 
month.” When you commit to a sustaining gift, you know 
that you will be there for our students, making it easier to 
plan and to provide them with the best education possible. 

Want to increase the impact of your giving even further? 
Check with your employer to see whether they have a 
matching gift program in place. A portion or even the 
full amount of your donation may be matched by your 
company to increase your support for Nativity Jesuit.

For more information  
on recurring or matching  
gifts, please visit  
nativityjesuit.org/donate  
or contact Carolyn Spath  
at (414) 645-1060 ext. 154  
or spathc@nativityjesuit.org.
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CATCHING UP WITH THE MENTORING 
PROGRAM 

Each year, Nativity alumni entering freshman 
year are matched with a mentor for the 
duration of their high school career. We 
caught up with mentors Jim and Patricia 
Dries and their mentees, Armando Perea ’18 
and Michael Contreras ‘18 to learn about their 
experiences.

Jim and Pat Dries became mentors to “help 
teenagers become responsible adults and to 
build on the strong foundation provided by 
the dedication of everyone at Nativity Jesuit.” 
Over the past two years, the couple and their 
mentees have built trusting relationships. 
Michael and Armando feel comfortable 
opening up with their mentors about present 
and future concerns. The foursome often 
gathers for breakfast or events at Nativity, 
but all agree that Bowling Night at Marquette 
University has been their favorite activity.

In reflecting on the experience, Jim and Pat 
say, “We got into mentoring thinking that we 
have something to give, but the experience 
has been so positive that we feel as though 
we have become [receivers instead]. The time 
commitment is modest, yet the rewards are 
many.”

If you are interested in serving 
as a mentor for a Nativity  
Jesuit alumnus in high school, 
please contact Kevin Foley, 
director of graduate support,  
at foleyk@nativityjesuit.com. 

ALUMNI NOTES

Jesús González ’05 of Zócalo Food Park and 
Mazorca Tacos was among the Milwaukee 
Business Journal’s 40 Under 40 winners. 
He, his business and his mother were also 
featured on the PBS program Wisconsin 
Foodie in April.

Chris Piszczek ‘06 and Sebastian Fuentes 
‘07 won song of the year at the 2019 Radio 
Milwaukee Music Awards for their song “Mil 
Aires.”

Carlos Gallegos ‘16 received a full 
scholarship to UW-Madison through 
the Chancellor’s Scholarship. He participated 
in a selective summer program through the 
engineering school at Madison last summer 
and will be majoring in engineering.

Chris Beltran ‘19, Emmanuel Espinosa ‘18,  
Emmanuel Lopez ‘17 and Jose Palacios ‘16 
serve as the inaugural members of the Young 
Alumni Board, advising the Graduate Support 
Program. High school age alumni are invited 
to join by contacting Kevin Foley at  
foleyk@nativityjesuit.org. 

CLASS NOTES

Alumni News
NATIVITY JESUIT ACADEMY 
GRADUATE IS AWARDED 
PRESTIGIOUS SCHOLARSHIP  
TO CALTECH 
 
Nativity Jesuit Academy graduate 
and current Marquette University 
High School student, Carlos Ayala, 
has been awarded the prestigious 
QuestBridge Scholarship, worth 
more than $200,000 over his 
four years in college, to study 
astrophysics at the California 
Institute of Technology. 

Ayala was one of only 11 students 
in Wisconsin to receive the 
scholarship. QuestBridge aims to 
provide opportunities for the nation’s 
brightest students from low-income 
backgrounds. The scholarship covers 
all expenses including tuition, room 
and board, supplies and travel 
expenses. 

“The QuestBridge Scholarship is 
the fulfillment of the American 
Dream,” Ayala says. “It represents the progress our society has achieved in making the realization 
of one’s dreams possible for all people, regardless of their backgrounds. For me, the scholarship 
encompasses the hard work and aspirations of myself, my community, and my family. With the 
education I will now have access to, I may break barriers that have previously confined me and 
people of low socioeconomic backgrounds, granting me the ability to make contributions towards 
the greater good of society.”

This is the second consecutive year a Nativity graduate was awarded the QuestBridge 
Scholarship. Last year, Robin Rico received an offer to attend Wesleyan University as the first 
QuestBridge Scholar in the school’s history.

Enrique Ramirez '16 spends some time volunteering with 
Nativity students.

https://cspks.wisc.edu/
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YEAR IN REVIEW

What a year it has been!
1. Students perform during the annual 
Christmas Concert with direction from our 
partners at the Wisconsin Conservatory of 
Music

2. The new Lobitos Cheer Squad encourages 
the Nativity basketball teams at every home 
game

3. Biomedical engineering students from 
Marquette University spend an afternoon 
teaching 7th and 8th grade students to build 
and code electrocardiogram monitors in 
Nativity’s STEM Lab

4. Nativity students celebrate Catholic 
Schools Week with all-school bingo on 
pajama day

5. 8th grade soccer team celebrates their 
victory as league champions

6. Students celebrate 100 days of wisdom by 
dressing like centenarians for the 100th day 
of school

7. 1st grade students help clean up in the 
newly renovated art room

1

School Closure Update 
Consistent with Governor Tony Evers’ recent 
orders, the last day of in-person classes for 
the academic year was on March 13 due 
to COVID-19. Despite our physical doors 
remaining closed, your ongoing partnership 
has enabled Nativity to continue teaching and 
supporting our students through homework 
packets, virtual classrooms and personal 
connections. As a staff, this prayer has given 
us comfort during the building closure. We 
hope it does the same for you.  

A Prayer to Combat the Coronavirus Pandemic

Most merciful and Triune God,
We come to you in our weakness.
We come to you in our fear.
We come to you with trust.
For you alone are our hope.

We place before you the disease present in our world.
We turn to you in our time of need.

Bring wisdom to doctors.
Give understanding to scientists.
Endow caregivers with compassion and generosity.
Bring healing to those who are ill.
Protect those who are most at risk.
Give comfort to those who have lost a loved one.
Welcome those who have died into your eternal home.

Stabilize our communities.
Unite us in our compassion.
Remove all fear from our hearts.
Fill us with confidence in your care.

Jesus, I trust in you.
Jesus, I trust in you.
Jesus, I trust in you.
Amen.

 The author of this beautiful prayer is unknown,  
except to the Lord.

2 3

4

5

6 7
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WATCH US GROW

Growing Science Curriculum Serving the Whole Person

Nativity students frequently experience 
trauma in their lives outside of school.  

We know that students who experience trauma 
in their community often face challenges in the 
classroom. 

Cura personalis, the Jesuit value of caring for 
the whole person, is critical to student success 
at Nativity. Therefore, we provide students 
with social-emotional support to help them 
grow into thoughtful, kind and reflective 
young people through a variety of age-specific 
curricula. This begins in our youngest scholars 
with the Kindness Curriculum for K4 and K5. 
As they grow, students begin the Healthy 
Minds curriculum from Children’s Hospital 
of Wisconsin. As students enter the upper 
elementary school, 4th and 5th grade families 
participate in the Peace Works initiative through 
Marquette University.   

Through Peace Works, students explore 
a broad range of topics from gratitude to 
conflict resolution. For the first two years of 
the program, Marquette volunteers delivered 
weekly lessons and trained Nativity faculty 
to lead the curriculum. Now in our third year 
with Peace Works, Nativity faculty deliver 
student lessons, and parent workshops help to 
reinforce the Peace Works framework at home. 

We strive to support the whole-person needs 
of each student. We know that they learn more 
when they are fully supported at home and 
at school. As we apply cura personalis as a 
compass in caring for our students, we expect 
they will use it to guide their own decisions 
through adulthood.  •

The STEM (Science Technology Engineering 
and Math) Lab at Nativity Jesuit Academy is 

an exciting place to be. Renovated in 2018 as part 
of the Transforming Lives Capital Campaign, our 
STEM Lab is used by 4th through 8th graders. 

The focus during each unit is to solve problems 
using science. This year middle schoolers 
designed a product to ease the lives of people 
experiencing extreme weather, 5th graders 
created cars to go certain speeds or carry certain 

weights and 4th graders created batteries using  
a variety of everyday materials. 

The goal of STEM education at Nativity is 
not only to teach students scientific laws and 
theories, but to teach them how to innovate 
and design solutions. These skills will prepare 
them for a changing workforce. As we continue 
to build our STEM program, we hope to give 
students more opportunities to experiment and 
think through answers to real problems.  •
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UPCOMING EVENTS

		  GOLF OUTING 2020  
 

	 REGISTRATION OPEN for  
	 MONDAY, AUGUST 3, 2020  
	at  Westmoor Country Club 

	 nativityjesuit.org/golf 

ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP DINNER

SAVE THE DATE 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2020  
at Marquette University

Stay connected with Nativity Jesuit Academy  
by updating your email address at 

nativityjesuit.org/email
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