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EDUCATING YOUTH FOR A LIFE OF CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Actively Building the Future
Greetings from Nativity Jesuit!

J

esuit education is about teaching that
transforms. It’s about seeing every
student as God’s creation and believing
that if we can bring forth their God-given
gifts and talents we can make our way to a
better world.

Many of you may be familiar with a former
Jesuit seminarian and business executive,
Chris Lowney. He’s written several books,
including two about Jesuit education and he lectures globally
about leadership. Lowney’s first book is called Heroic Leadership:
Best Practices from a 450-Year-Old Company That Changed
the World. In this book he tried to unlock the secrets of Jesuit
education and Jesuit corporate culture.
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One of his latest books is called Everyone Leads and his basic
message is this: Get on with it; take up the reins of leadership that
came with your baptismal call.

EMERITI TRUSTEES:

Lowney believes that everyone leads and while there is no
perfect blueprint for the future, the overriding vision is that we all
accept that the future is our personal responsibility—a signature
element of Jesuit education. That is what continues to happen at
Nativity Jesuit. Amazing parents, talented trustees, teachers and
staff—combined with your partnership—creates an environment
committed to finding a way to actively build the future.
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Cover photo – Nativity students
explore engineering concepts in
the school’s STEM Lab.
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PRIDE IN THE PACK

Nativity Jesuit by the Numbers 2019

STUDENTS

FACULTY

RECORD ENROLLMENT

12:1

252

Number of students
currently being served Grades K4-8

Student-Faculty ratio

Faculty with master’s degree or
higher = 10

Latino = 100%
Catholic = 99%

Faculty average years of
experience = 8.5 years

ALUMNI

100%

On-time high school graduation rate

26

Average ACT score

Class of 2016 alumni scored
an average of 26 points on
the ACT composite compared
to the national average of 21
for all test takers, 20 for all
Wisconsin test takers and 18
for Latino males nationwide.

Daily Attendance
Rate = 98%
Student Retention
Rate* = 99%
*Percentage of students returning to
Nativity Jesuit from previous year.

School Choice** = 97%
**Percentage of students participating
in the Private School Choice Program,
including the Milwaukee Parental
Choice Program (MPCP) and
the Wisconsin Parental Choice
Program (WPCP).

Welcome to our newest board members:
Rev. Jeffrey LaBelle, S.J. | Associate Professor,
College of Education, Marquette University

Thanks to our outgoing board members for
your service to Nativity Jesuit!
John Mehan

Dan Nigro | President, Badger Mutual Insurance

Joaquín Altoro

Jim Parks | President and Principal, Berghammer
Construction

Rev. Tom Krettek, S.J.
Chad Neumann

nativityjesuit.org | Winter 2019
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COVER STORY

ENGINEERING A

W

hile training for careers in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) has long been
a focus at the college level, ample research shows it should begin much sooner. Studies
indicate that involving middle school students in STEM disciplines encourages them to consider
these career paths and allows them to develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills.
Nativity Jesuit Academy advances STEM training in several ways. One example is Nativity’s
participation in the Future City Competition – which annually engages more than 45,000 middle
schoolers nationwide and abroad in a project-based learning program. Students imagine,
research, design and build cities of the future. Results include increased excitement about STEM
and improvement in students’ 21st-century skills.
Darla Erato, Nativity art teacher and Future City Team advisor, says involvement in the
competition does all that and more. “For example, making the world a better place – a decidedly
Jesuit aspiration – and applying the school’s five Grad at Graduation values are addressed
throughout the project,” she explains. Nativity has participated in the program since 2013.
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BRIGHT FUTURE
N

ativity’s well-rounded curriculum helps
prepare students for many fields of
interest. The following pages profile some
alumni who are forging paths in science,
technology, engineering and math.

CARLOS GALLEGOS, ‘16

•

Student at Marquette University
High School

•

Participant in Engineering Summer
Program, a six-week residential
program at UW Madison for high
school juniors and seniors.

How Nativity prepared me for my future:
Nativity helped me establish a strong work
ethic. Camp was also a huge part of my
character development.

My advice for Nativity students:
Get involved and look for different
opportunities. I had a general idea that I was
interested in engineering but was unsure of
what area. To get a better sense of options,
I joined the MUHS Engineering and Applied
Sciences homeroom and got to learn about
different fields from visitors and their
presentations. Also, don’t be afraid to ask
for help inside and outside the classroom.
What I gained from my summer at
UW-Madison: My favorite part of the
program was my group’s opportunity to
create a prototype addressing the lack of
potable water in regions that have been
affected by natural disasters. We designed
a water filtration system that won best
overall design and best poster presentation.
I also appreciated experiencing life as a
college student and getting a sense of its
responsibilities. In addition, the classes
gave me a strong foundation for the AP
courses I’m now taking at MUHS.
What I want to tell readers: Thank you to
all the Nativity supporters who believe in
the students. I am grateful for all the help
and for the foundation Nativity set for me
to succeed.

>>

Making the world a better place – a decidedly Jesuit
aspiration – and applying the school’s five
Grad at Graduation values are addressed
throughout the Future City project.
— D arla Erato, Nativity art teacher and Future City Team advisor

nativityjesuit.org | Winter 2019
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ENGINEERING A BRIGHT FUTURE

YULIAN PLASCENCIA, ‘17
•

Student at Cristo Rey Jesuit High
School Milwaukee

•

Intern at WE Energies

Why I am grateful for my STEM background:
I know that engineering is already playing an
ever-increasing role in society. With the way
technology is changing, engineers are going
to help the world innovate and keep moving
forward.
How Nativity prepared me for today: I was
ready for high school because Nativity helped
me develop good habits – to work without
getting distracted and take good notes. And,

ERIK CARRILLO, ‘08
How Nativity prepared me for today: The
first thing that comes to mind is the value
of reflection. Nativity was academically
challenging. But through the St. Ignatius
6
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although I’m naturally shy, Nativity helped
me to use my voice. I also learned that
not all leaders need to talk; they can lead
through action.
Who inspires me: I push myself because I want
to be a good example for my sister, America.
I’m also inspired by Chrissie and Bob Monday,
my mentors through Nativity. When I see how
much patience they have and how willingly
they help me, it makes me want to succeed and
help other kids like me when I’m older.
What keeps me going when I face challenges:
My parents are immigrants from Mexico and
sacrificed their whole life to be here. So, when I
don’t want to do homework or study for a test,
I think about how my parents traveled to a new
country with a whole different language and I
remember I have it easy.

•

Graduate of Marquette University
High School

•

Graduate of Marquette University
in civil engineering

•

Project engineer at Precast
Engineering Company

reflection we did at camp and school, I
learned to take a step back and think about
the day – to identify something good,
something to improve on and something to
accomplish in the remaining hours. Nativity
also gave me the opportunity to be a leader. I
learned that being a leader means being a
good follower and listener. I try to apply this
in life and in work.

What I like best about my
internship: At WE Energies,
I am working on important
projects and feel like I’m
contributing. Right now, I’m
looking into the company’s
tunnels and finding plot points
for different categories of
infrastructure in the tunnels
and barriers.
What I want to tell readers:
Thank you to everyone who
supports Nativity, from
every single staff member,
to teachers, to volunteers, to
donors.

LUIS JIMENEZ GONZALEZ, ‘10

•

Graduate of
Marquette
University High
School

•

Graduate of
Marquette
University in
bioelectrical
engineering

•

Engineer in GE
Healthcare’s
Edison
Engineering
Development
Program

How Nativity prepared me for today: I realized I wanted to be an
engineer in middle school, and was inspired by teachers who
explained things intuitively and made math fun. Nativity also provided
a sense of belonging. My community of students were not only
classmates; they also gave me support through high school and
college. And I’m still in touch with my Nativity mentors.
How Jesuit education has impacted my outlook: Nativity, MUHS and
MU all encouraged reflection about why I was doing things and what
impact my activities could have on other people. Approaching work
and life from a more holistic perspective has definitely impacted the
way I look at the world, and how I treat and relate to others – not just
as an engineer, but as a person.

How STEM careers are
valuable: STEM disciplines
require a comprehensive
understanding of many
things. Culture and society may
change, but math and science
have certain constants we can
rely on.
My advice for Nativity
students: When learning a
new topic, think to yourself,
“If I were alone in the world,
how would I come up with
answers following agreed-upon
principles? For example, how
would I design a house so that
it does not fall?” That attitude
can help you understand
the topics and why they are
important to study.

How I’ve been involved in STEM work: While in college, I was an
electrical engineering intern at Rexnord Corporation, collaborating
on an interdisciplinary team to develop and test “Industrial Internet
of Things” solutions; a hardware intern for Siemens Healthineers,
working on a project to maintain and develop patient monitoring
systems; and a research assistant at MU, helping to develop a humanpowered nebulizer and more. Today I’m in a two-year rotational
program at GE Healthcare, working in varied areas of the company,
which will lead to placement on the team that’s the best match.
My advice for Nativity students: Believe in yourself; don’t let the
idea that something is too hard get to you. Put in the work, surround
yourself with the right people, and make sure you have the appropriate
support.
What I want to tell readers: I am grateful for my Nativity experience.
Having the Nativity “brand” of support from an early age is so
important. Eventually, I want to give back by helping to facilitate
education for kids in the inner city. I want to be a professional who
enables young people to believe in themselves because that’s what
Nativity did for me. •
nativityjesuit.org | Winter 2019
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CLASS NOTES

Alumni News
NJA MENTORING PROGRAM 2019 KICKOFF

Nativity Jesuit Academy’s most recent
graduates met their new mentors during the
program’s kick-off event on August 22. After
a few words from our principal, Vanessa
Solis, the student-mentor pairings were
revealed and given time for introductory
conversations.
If you would like to learn more about
mentoring opportunities at Nativity Jesuit,
please contact Kevin Foley at 414-645-1060
ext. 424 or foleyk@nativityjesuit.org.

Pictured above: Dylan Ocampo ‘14, Noel
Landeros’15, Jonathan Contreras ’16, Alexis
Sanchez ’10, Daniel Lopez ’10, Ruben Garcia
’09, Berni Valladolid ’09 and Jesus Soto ’08
served on the staff of Camp Thunderhead
during this summer’s session.
LOBOS ON THE MOVE

Jesus Gonzalez ’05 cofounded Zócalo,
Milwaukee’s first food truck park, which
opened in July and is located at 636
South Sixth Street in the Walker’s Point
neighborhood.
Four students from the Nativity class of 2015
have received full-tuition scholarships to
attend college. Robin Rico will be attending
Wesleyan University in Connecticut as a
Questbridge Scholar, Francisco Hernandez
will attend Marquette University as an
Educational Opportunity Program recipient,
Omar Gonzalez will attend UW-Madison,
and Marcos Pedroza will attend St. Mary’s
University of Minnesota as a First Generation
Initiative Scholar.
Chris Piszczek ’06, Francisco Sanchez ’06,
Ruben Garcia ’09 and Berni Valladolid ’09 are
serving as mentors to our current students.
8
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COLLEGE UPDATE

We are proud to congratulate members of
the Nativity Jesuit Academy Class of 2015 on
starting their first semester of classes at the
following universities:
•

UW-Milwaukee

•

Milwaukee Area Technical College

•

Marquette University

•

UW-Madison

•

St. Mary’s University of Minnesota

•

Wesleyan University (Connecticut)

•

UW-La Crosse

•

Carroll University

MILWAUKEE TO MERCER

v

u

Camp Thunderhead 2019
Nativity Jesuit’s rigorous five-week, residential,
academic summer program at Camp Thunderhead in
Mercer, Wisconsin, helps to eliminate the “summer
slide” in learning that is common for urban students.

uStudents work on a project in the Thundershop.
vNativity Jesuit Academy President Sue Smith pays

w

a visit to Camp Thunderhead.

wFishing trips are fun on Long Lake.
xSwimming is a favorite activity on Zone Day.
yA beautiful rainbow graces the gorgeous purple sky
at camp!

zMass is celebrated on Parent Weekend in the
beautiful outdoors.

Prayer Partners Offer Students
Opportunity to be Religious and Loving

O

x

ur 4th grade students practiced being religious and loving, two of our Jesuit values, when they
participated in a secret prayer partner activity as their New Year’s resolution. Each student wrote on
a small piece of paper something that they needed extra help with in their life. Examples of their goals
included: remembering homework, going to bed earlier so I’m not tired for school, helping my mom
with my little sister.
Nativity Jesuit 4th grade teacher, Mrs. Oldenburg, collected their anonymous goals in a basket. One by
one, the students selected someone else’s goal. Their task was simple, to remember to pray for their
classmate’s intention or hope. Months later, Mrs. Oldenburg often catches her students reading the
intentions quietly as they continue to pray for one another.

y

z
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WHY WE GIVE

We Are a Piece of the Puzzle
Louise and Greg Berg share thoughts
about their commitment to Nativity Jesuit

A

s so often happens, a dedicated volunteer
or donor’s decision to get involved with a
non-profit organization starts with a personal
relationship. Such is the case for Louise and
Greg Berg.
Louise recalls, “In the 1990s, longtime friend
Terry Fetherston and I had been active
volunteers at St. Monica grade school and
Marquette University High School, and we
were looking for another community and a
cause that was in need but didn’t have the
history of financial backing the others did.”
So, they asked another longtime friend—Fr. Bill
Johnson, S.J.—if he needed help in the ministry
where he was currently serving. Fr. Johnson had
co-founded Nativity five years earlier and, not
surprisingly, he was happy to oblige.
“We started out volunteering one day a week and
assisted Fr. Bill with development and events,”
says Louise, a video producer and editor at a
company she owns. “The hours grew from there,
and Greg joined me in my support of the school.”
As she implies, the Bergs’ interest has
blossomed into much more than helping out a
friend’s ministry.

Greg and I believe that
all children, from all
backgrounds, should be
afforded a great education.
The Nativity model works,
and it’s easy to get behind.

10
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“Greg and I believe that all children, from
all backgrounds, should be afforded a great
education,” Louise says. “The Nativity model
works, and it’s easy to get behind.”
As explanation, she refers to a conversation
with Larry Siewert, the school’s co-founder and
first principal—who was Nativity’s director of
graduate support at the time. “I asked him, ‘After
all your years in education, what makes for a
successful student outcome?’” she recalls. “His
answer was simple: ‘Love them unconditionally
and give them the best education possible.’”

...we realized that as volunteers and donors,
we are a piece of the puzzle that gives
[Nativity students] the best education possible.
The Bergs recognized that “Nativity was making
available an outstanding education, the kids
were thriving, and the parents were so very
appreciative for the opportunity their kids were
receiving,” says Greg, who works as a Managing
Director-Investments at the Berg-Diel Investment
Consulting Group of Wells Fargo Advisors.
“Knowing they were getting the unconditional
love at home, we realized that as volunteers and
donors, we are a piece of the puzzle that gives

them the best education possible,” adds Louise.
“That made it easy to continue our support, as
it meant we were helping to complete ‘Larry’s
formula’ for success.” •
In addition to the schools mentioned in this
story, the Bergs have also put to work their
passion for Catholic education at Notre Dame
School of Milwaukee, Cristo Rey Jesuit High
School Milwaukee and Dominican High School in
Whitefish Bay.

IMPACTFUL GIVING — Planning is Key
Planned giving is an effective way to support Nativity
Jesuit Academy today and tomorrow. Possible planned
giving opportunities include bequests, life insurance
disbursements and more. Your gift can have a significant
impact on the school’s long-term success. All sizes of
planned gifts are important – and planned giving may be
beneficial to your financial planning as well. Please contact
your financial advisor for more information.

Matching Gifts
Could the impact of your gift be doubled by your employer?
Check with your company to see if it offers a matching gift
program. A portion or the full amount of your gift could be
matched to increase your support of Nativity Jesuit.
For more information about planned giving and matching
gifts, please contact Director of Advancement Liz Jackson
at 414-645-1060 X151 or jacksonl@nativityjesuit.org.
nativityjesuit.org | Winter 2019
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WELCOME TO THE PACK

ALLY BECKWITH is the new fifthgrade homeroom teacher. Originally
from Northbrook, Illinois, she
earned her undergraduate degree
in elementary education from the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln. For the last six
years, Ally has taught fourth grade at Sacred Heart
Catholic School in the Diocese of Lincoln. She is
currently in graduate school studying educational
leadership at the University of Notre Dame. Ally’s
husband Matt is a business teacher at Waukesha
North High School.
MAGGIE CLEMENTS joins Nativity
as a school aide. Born and raised
in La Crosse, Wisconsin, with six
siblings, she graduated in 2017 from
Loras College in Dubuque, Iowa,
with a bachelor’s degree in elementary education
and math. After college, she worked as a volunteer
and then as the volunteer coordinator and
development assistant at Casa Hogar Juan Pablo
Magno, an orphanage in Lurín, Peru. Then, while
working as a counselor at Summit Educational
Association, Maggie fell in love with the south
side of Milwaukee, and today she’s excited to be
part of the Nativity family!
JOAL CLOHISY, our new science
teacher, is a native of Hudson,
Wisconsin, who came to Milwaukee
when she attended Marquette
University. After college, Joal
became a teacher through an urban teaching
licensure program at Indiana University. She has
spent the last six years teaching third and sixth
grades on Milwaukee’s south side, and coaching
Girls on the Run of Southeastern Wisconsin (a
program that inspires girls to be healthy and
confident using a fun curriculum that creatively
integrates running). Joal is getting married next
summer to a teacher at Reagan High School.
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The Pack
CATHERINE CURLEY, the new
school counselor, grew up in
Delafield, Wisconsin, and graduated
from Marquette University in
2009. After college, she moved to
Santiago, Chile, through the Jesuit Volunteer
Corps. When her two years of service were
completed, she taught in Bogotá, Colombia, for
two more years. She has a Master of Social Work
from the University of Chicago, and just moved
back to southeastern Wisconsin, where she and
her husband look forward to raising their sixmonth-old son and exploring all that Milwaukee
has to offer.
FATIMA GARCIA, assistant office
support for the Front Office, was
born in Durango, Mexico – but
Milwaukee has been her home
since she was just a few months
old. The youngest of three siblings, Fatima
has been married for three years, and has two
children: Ayden who is 3, and Adrian who is
nearly 2. Fatima also has three dogs and a pet
fish. While she has a Home Care Certification,
this is Fatima’s first year working in a school
environment, and she couldn’t be more excited
to be part of Nativity Jesuit.
LIZ JACKSON, the new director
of advancement, came to Nativity
after working for Messmer Catholic
Schools, where she developed
the college and career placement
program and worked with companies and
community partners to create career-exploration
pathways for Messmer students and graduates.
Liz grew up in Madison, and earned her
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Harvard
University, where she studied history and
education policy and management. Liz loves
sports—both to play and watch—and she and her
family live in Wauwatosa. Liz is thrilled to join the
Nativity family.

Grows
PATRICK PIERSON was born
in Milwaukee and grew up in
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. After
graduating in 2016 with a degree
in Spanish from Lawrence
University in Appleton, Wisconsin, he moved to
Santiago, Chile, and taught English classes at
Duoc UC-Sede Alameda for a year and a half.
Patrick enjoyed teaching so much that, upon
returning to the United States, he began looking
for ways to continue working in education. This is
Patrick’s first year at Nativity as a school aide.
MAGGIE QUINN is the sixthgrade homeroom teacher/
English Language Arts teacher.
She grew up in Columbus, Ohio,
with three older brothers. A 2019
Saint Louis University graduate, Maggie was
selected by Teach for America (TFA) to work in its
Milwaukee region, which is what led her to the
Nativity Jesuit community. Through TFA, she has
the opportunity to get her teaching license and
master’s degree in education at Alverno College.
MONIKA SOBIERAJSKI has been
coordinator in the Advancement
and Finance Office since 2018.
After earning her Bachelor of
Music (in piano performance
and pedagogy) from Alverno College, she
maintained a private piano teaching practice for
20-plus years. In 1999, Monika co-founded the
Chopin Youth Piano Competition, which is held
annually at Polish Fest. Before joining Nativity,
she worked as planned giving coordinator
for the Midwest Jesuits and as an assistant
manager for a senior living community. She is
delighted to be working for a Jesuit ministry
and supporting the Nativity mission.

CAROLYN SPATH started working
as Nativity’s assistant director for
advancement in July. Raised in
Buffalo, New York, Carolyn studied
public policy at Rochester Institute
of Technology and holds a Master of Public
Administration from The University of Akron with
a focus in nonprofit management. Prior to moving
here, Carolyn and her husband spent several
years in Cleveland, Ohio, where she worked in
higher education administration and community
engagement. An enthusiastic transplant to the
Milwaukee area, Carolyn found her passion for
advancement at St. Joan Antida High School and
is excited to grow that skillset at Nativity.
 ESUS TORRES, the new director
J
of finance, came to Nativity after
working for Prolitec Inc. for 11
years, where he developed and
led the finance and administration
functions. Jesus brings 21 years of corporate
financial management experience at for-profit
organizations. He has focused on startups, where
he has extensive experience building teams,
functions and processes. Jesus received his
undergraduate degree in finance and business
economics from the University of Notre Dame. He
and his family live in Cedarburg. Jesus is thankful
to be part of the the Nativity family.
ANDREW TULLY, the new
technology coordinator, grew up in
Delafield, Wisconsin, and earned
a bachelor’s degree from UWStevens Point and a master’s in
English from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
Before coming to Nativity, Andrew worked at St.
Anthony on the Lake in Pewaukee, Wisconsin,
where he implemented a 1-to-1 Chromebook
program for the entire school, and helped to
make the parish a technology leader in the
Milwaukee Archdiocese. He and his wife live in
Waukesha.
nativityjesuit.org | Fall 2018
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EVENTS

2019 Golf Outing

T

hank you to National Insurance Services, Baird,
Jay and Sara Schwister, and all of the sponsors
who made Nativity Jesuit’s 18th Annual Golf Outing
a success. The event, held at Blue Mound Golf and
Country Club on August 5, 2019, included the support
of more than 150 guests, current students and
volunteers. Together, we are educating youth for
a life of Christian leadership and service.
Please save the date for Nativity Jesuit’s 19th
Annual Golf Outing on August 3, 2020. •
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Annual Scholarship Dinner

S

upporters gathered at Marquette University in October to celebrate the pipeline to success that
begins at Nativity Jesuit Academy. The evening celebrated the strong foundation that a Jesuit
education provides for students, preparing them to be leaders in the community. A record number
of attendees—including many alumni—helped Nativity raise the funds that are necessary to make a
transformative Jesuit education possible for students and their families.
This year’s Scholarship Dinner included the introduction of two awards to recognize the
meaningful contributions of some of Nativity’s partners. Jim Parks received the inaugural St.
Ignatius Leadership Award, and Lakeview Foundation was recognized with the Companions Award.
Thank you to the Scholarship Dinner’s sponsors and attendees for partnering with the school to
make this event a record-breaking success and helping Nativity to remain Milwaukee’s premier
K4-8 Academy. •

nativityjesuit.org | Winter 2019
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Stay connected with Nativity Jesuit Academy by finding us on social media:
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