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Nativity Jesuit Continues to Make a 
Difference in Our Community!

Preparations are being made to 
add our final grade: 3rd grade. 

Through the generosity of many 
donors and foundations, the school is 
scheduled to invest $2.5 million into 
renovating 2nd and 3rd floors as well 
as expanding the parking lot. New 
classrooms, a Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math (STEM) lab, 
upgraded library and new workspace 
for teachers will all be completed this 
coming summer. The renovations 
allow us to be prepared for a record 
enrollment next year. 

Our humble beginnings started at 7th and Washington with 14 students. 
Next year, we will have nearly 260 students in K4-8 at our 29th and Orchard 
location. All of this is happening on the eve of the school’s 25th Anniversary, 
which begins in July. It is a time of celebration and gratitude!

Nativity Jesuit is blessed with a strong school 
leadership team that consists of John Meuler, 
Chris Banach, and Vanessa Solis. These leaders 
have a deep and profound commitment to our 
students and their families. We are blessed to 
have this impressive leadership team in place for 
the coming year and I am pleased to announce 
that Vanessa will serve as our principal beginning 
with the 2018–19 school year. See more about 
Vanessa on page 4. 

We are grateful for your support of Nativity Jesuit 
Academy. Your belief in our students, faculty and 
staff has made our school’s growth a reality. We 
remain committed to educating youth for a life of 
Christian leadership and service.

“Your belief in  
our students, 

faculty, and staff  
 has made  

our school’s  
growth a reality.”

Susan M. Smith
President
Nativity Jesuit Academy
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Cover photo – Jonathan (5th 
Grade) and Monserrat (K5) work 
together on a buddy project. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT
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Wisconsin Forward Exam Results — Spring 2017 

Nativity Jesuit Academy

State

High-performing area choice/charter 
schools

State (Latino)

MPS

233 14:1 23

STUDENTS

FACULTY

ALUMNI

The number of students at  
Nativity Jesuit Academy

Student-Faculty ratio
at Nativity Jesuit Academy

Average ACT score of  
Nativity Jesuit Alumni

Latino = 100%

Catholic = 99%

Daily Attendance  
Rate = 98%

Student Return Rate = 98%

School Choice = 96%

Free or Reduced  
Lunch = 87%

Faculty with Master’s degree or 
higher = 50%

Faculty average years of 
experience = 8 years

Our alumni in high school average 
nearly 23 on the ACT composite 
which is five points above the 

national average score of 18 for 
Latino males.

Alumni have graduated from two-
year and four-year colleges, medical 

schools, doctoral programs and 
MBA programs.80 

The number of students in 2017 from grades 
6-8 who attended Camp Thunderhead.  
This was our largest group yet at the 

summer program in Mercer. 

The Pack Grows

Maggie Shelledy McAsey joined Nativity Jesuit in October as the school’s Advancement 
Associate working on Annual Fund and Stakeholder Relations. She has worked in 
development for several different non-profits. Maggie graduated from Fordham 
University with a double major in  Theology and Spanish. She is very happy to be at 
Nativity Jesuit and to be back in her hometown.

Karina Torres joined Nativity Jesuit in January as a School Aide. She graduated in 
May 2017 from St. John’s University in New  York with a degree in Public Relations 
and Spanish. Karina is a Gates Millennium Scholar and was an AmeriCorps volunteer 
educator at a head start program in Queens, NY. She enjoys teaching Mexican folkloric 
dance at a local dance academy.

PRIDE IN THE PACK
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Beginning with the 2018-19 school year, Vanessa 
Solis will assume the role of principal of 

Nativity Jesuit Academy. Vanessa has done so 
much ground-breaking work in her time at the 
school. Her first role was an inaugural position: 
teaching Nativity Jesuit’s first ever K4 class. As the 
only elementary teacher at the time, she visited 
the homes of incoming K4 parents and organized 
parent workshops that focused on creating 
partnerships between families and teachers. 
She also worked to provide valuable community 
resources and laid the groundwork for the 
elementary school to grow.

From that position, she then transitioned to 
Director of Elementary School where she 
worked with John Meuler and Chris Banach 
on the School Leadership Team. Together they 
worked tirelessly to create a strong ‘one school 
culture’ that united the middle school and the 
new elementary school.

Vanessa grew up in Chicago’s La Villita (Little 
Village) and entered school knowing only 
Spanish. Despite that challenge, Vanessa 
became the first in her family to graduate from 
college. She received her undergraduate degree 
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
and holds two master’s degrees: one from 
the University of Notre Dame in Educational 
Leadership and one from Cardinal Stritch 
University in Urban Education. She is also a 
licensed principal in Indiana and Wisconsin. 

Leadership From Within: Principal Announced

“I am immensely honored to be leading  
Nativity Jesuit Academy’s devoted and talented educators  

as we provide an extraordinary education  
to our city’s future leaders."

—Vanessa Solis

SCHOOL FEATURE

From Left: 2018-19 
School Leadership 

Team Chris Banach 
(Assistant Principal), 

Vanessa Solis (Principal) 
and John Meuler 

(Assistant Principal).



Our 4th grade students practiced being religious and loving, two 
of our Jesuit values, when they participated in a secret prayer 

partner activity as their New Year’s resolution. Each student wrote 
on a small piece of paper something that they needed extra help 
with in their life. Examples of their goals included: remembering 
homework, going to bed earlier so I’m not tired for school, helping 
my mom with my little sister.

Nativity Jesuit 4th grade teacher, Mrs. Oldenburg, collected their anonymous goals in a basket. One by 
one, the students selected someone else’s goal. Their task was simple, to remember to pray for their 
classmate’s intention or hope. Months later, Mrs. Oldenburg often catches her students reading the 
intentions quietly as they continue to pray for one another.

Prayer Partners Offer Students 
Opportunity to be Religious and Loving

Jesus Gonzalez ‘05

On the corner of 1st Street and Pittsburgh Avenue 
sits the Mazorca food truck. When you visit, you 

may meet the owner himself, Jesus Gonzalez. Jesus 
opened the business last summer and takes great 
pride in adding to the rich culture of the Walker’s 
Point neighborhood. 

What inspired you to open Mazorca?
I want to make an impact in my community. I am a 
product of this community and want to give back as 
a part of my journey, my legacy. Through Mazorca, 
I not only tell a story through food, but I also 
created a platform for local talent to come together, 
collaborate and create something to share with the 
entire community.

What role did Nativity Jesuit Academy 
play in your path to where you are today?
While at Nativity, I remember one moment in 
8th grade when reading and learning about St. 
Ignatius of Loyola. Nativity taught me about St. 
Ignatius, implemented the importance of reflection, 
meditation, discipline and most importantly to 
realize God’s plan for each one of us. Nativity helped 
me build the confidence necessary to pursue my 
dream in the culinary arts.

What advice would you give to current 
Nativity Jesuit students?
My advice to current students is to become a 
pilgrim of your own vision. Like St. Ignatius of 
Loyola, who had visions during his pilgrimage to 
seek his faith and God’s plan for him, you too need 
to take the time and reflect on what God’s plan is 
for you. Embark on that pilgrimage until you have 
brought your vision to life. 

  
Mazorca is located at 209 S 1st Street in 
Milwaukee. Hours: Monday – Thursday 11:30 
AM to 10:00 PM; Friday – Saturday 11:30 AM  
to 12:00 AM.

OUR JESUIT IDENTITY

ALUMNI FEATURE

Jesus Gonzalez ‘05 (center) often 
receives visits from fellow alumni 
like Jonathan Morales ‘00 (right) 
and Sebastian D. Fuentes ‘07 (left).
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Mazorca Food  Truck:  
A Graduate’s Journey
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uMany current students signed up to receive a 
free haircut, courtesy of alumni. 

vThe choir performed during the 2017 Annual 
Scholarship Dinner. 

wK4 student, Natalia, works on her primary colors 
with this fun project in art class. As they add a 
new color, they discover new patterns and the new 
color it creates when they connect various colors 
together. 

xK5 students learned how to make their very own 
recycled paper.

yPastorelas are plays that recreate the biblical 
passage where the shepherds follow the Star of 
Bethlehem to find the Christ Child. This year’s 8th 
grade class created a skit to perform during the 
school posadas.

z8th graders competed in the Future City 
Competition at the Milwaukee School of 
Engineering (MSOE).

2017–18 Lobos in Action

u

v

w

x

zy

YEAR IN PICTURES
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Men and Women for Others
 
“I give in the hope that when these boys and 
girls grow up and become the influencers I 
know they will be, they will remember that 
among the many duties that they will have, 
chief among them should be to do everything 
they do for the Greater Glory of God. I give 
because I personally know the value that a 
Nativity Jesuit education has on a student.”  
—Irving Ibarra ’02 (Right, pictured with his wife, 
Kelly, and their children). Irving is the College 
Counselor at Cristo Rey Jesuit High School,  
Milwaukee

"I was passionate 
about the bigger vision. 
The education of each 
youngster helps to 
lift a family, helps to 
lift a neighborhood, a 
community, helps to lift 
and transform a city, etc. 
I was attracted by the 

expectation that a Jesuit education contributes 
to the formation of leadership that makes its 
return in community service."  
— Sr. Dawn Capilupo, OSF, Wheaton Franciscan 
Sisters, Milwaukee – Nativity Jesuit Volunteer

“We give to Nativity 
Jesuit Academy 
because we believe 
in the students, the 
families, the faculty 
and the staff. Juntos 
podemos hacer este 
mundo un lugar mejor.”  
— Tom and Peggy Hauser are members of Golf 
Outing Committee and Tom serves as a mentor 
for Nativity Jesuit. Tom is retired and Peggy is the 
Managing Director at PwC

“We embrace the mission of the 
Jesuit education and the positive 
influence they have on these 
wonderful children who attend 
Nativity Jesuit Academy. More than 
ever we feel it is important to help 
foster opportunities that will keep the 
American dream alive.”  
—Dave and Stephanie Laudon, Stephanie serves on the Nativity 
Jesuit Board of Trustees. Dave owns DLS Lawn and Garden and 
Stephanie is the Regional Vice President at National Insurance 
Services

For more information on how you can make a donation to Nativity Jesuit Academy,  
please contact Advancement Director, Kyle Dlabay, at 414-645-1060 ext. 151 or by  
email at dlabayk@njms.org. Thank you!

WHY I GIVE2017–18 Lobos in Action

mailto:dlabayk%40njms.org?subject=


8	 Nativity Jesuit Academy   |   Bi-Annual Newsletter

NON PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE

PA I D 
MILWAUKEE, WI 
PERMIT NO. 491

1515 SOUTH 29TH ST. | MILWAUKEE, WI 53215

NATIVITY JESUIT

NATIVITY JESUIT

A C A D E M Y
A C A D E M Y

N
A

T
IV I T Y    J E SU

IT
 

A C A D E M Y

N
A

T
IV I T Y    J E SU

IT
 

A C A D E M Y

UPCOMING EVENTS

Golf Outing | Blue Mound Golf and  
Country Club 
MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 2018
Register online at www.nativityjesuit.org

 
 
Scholarship Dinner | Alverno College  
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2018 
Celebrate the 25th Anniversary of  
Nativity Jesuit Academy

Stay connected with Nativity Jesuit Academy to learn more about  
these and other special events! Find us on social media:

/NativityJesuit/NativityJesuitAcademy /NativityJesuitAcademy

VISIT NATIVITY JESUIT ACADEMY 
Visitors are always welcome! Contact Nativity Jesuit Advancement Director, Kyle Dlabay, 
at 414-645-1060 ext. 151 or by email at dlabayk@njms.org to set up a visit.
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