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Celebrating Our History! Making History! 

This is a historic year here at Nativity 
Jesuit! Not only are we celebrating 

25 incredible years of educating youth 
for Christian leadership and service but 
we have our largest enrollment in the 
history of the school with nearly 260 
students! In addition to these notable 
achievements, our students returned 
this summer to a beautiful expanded 
and renovated school building. Our 
new STEM lab, library, classrooms and 
cafeteria ensure that our students have 
the very best environment to support 
their learning and growing. Learn more 
about the changes that took place this 
summer on pages 6 and 7.  

In the past 25 years, the school has established itself as a standout school not 
only in Milwaukee’s South Side but across the state. Earlier this year a report 
by the Wisconsin Institute of Law and Liberty ranked us as the 3rd best school 
in the city behind Marquette University High School and Divine Savior Holy 
Angels. We also ranked 8th in the entire state of Wisconsin out of nearly 2,000 

elementary, middle and high schools! Our mission 
is much broader than test scores, but this report 
and its finding affirm once more what many of 
you already know: For more than a quarter of a 
century, Nativity Jesuit has made—and continues 
to make—outstanding contributions to our 
community.  
 
The growth of our school would not be possible 
without the generous support of our donors, 
foundations and many friends. You are partners 
in our mission of service and education. You 
embody what St. Ignatius Loyola notably stated 
“love ought to show itself in deeds more than in 
words”.  We thank you for your continued support 
over the past 25 years and we look to a future that 
holds great promise.

“For more 
than a quarter 

of a century, 
Nativity Jesuit 

has made— 
and continues 

to make— 
outstanding 

contributions to 
our community.”

Susan M. Smith
President
Nativity Jesuit Academy
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Cover photo – Milwaukee Mayor 
Tom Barrett along with Nativity 
Jesuit president, Sue Smith, 
donors, trustees, students, faculty 
and staff during the ribbon cutting 
ceremony that celebrated the 
expansion of the school.

Nativity Jesuit welcomes its newest board members
Rev. Rick Abert, S.J. | Superior, Père Marquette Jesuit Community

Peggy Hauser | Managing Director, PricewaterhouseCoopers

Outgoing board member

Thank you to Sandi Esquivel for her service to Nativity Jesuit!

FROM THE PRESIDENT PRIDE IN THE PACK

256 

STUDENTS

Number of students  
currently being served

Latino = 100%

Catholic = 99%

Daily Attendance  
Rate = 98%

Student Return Rate = 95%

School Choice = 97%

RECORD ENROLLMENT

12:1

FACULTY

Student-Faculty ratio

Faculty with Master’s degree or 
higher = 50%

Faculty average years of 
experience = 8 years

100% retention of faculty

25 
The number of years Nativity Jesuit

has been serving children and families. 

MILESTONE YEAR23

ALUMNI

Average ACT score

Our alumni score an average of 
23 points on the ACT composite 

compared to the national average 
of 21 for all test takers and the 

national average of 18 for  
Latino males.

100%
College acceptance rate

In 2018, 100% of our students grad-
uated from high school and 100% 

were accepted into college.

HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATION RATE 100%

Nativity Jesuit by the Numbers 2018-19
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Rigo Macias’ resume is outstanding. He is a 
senior-level software engineer, entrepreneur, 

small business owner and a tech guru 
trained in cutting-edge web development. 
He has consulted for a variety of Fortune 500 
companies including MillerCoors, Anheuser-
Busch and the Ford Motor Company. But prior 
to all those significant accomplishments, 
Macias had another historic achievement that 
would change his life forever: he was a member 
of Nativity Jesuit’s very first class of 14 students 
in 1993 and first graduating class in 1996.  

Macias and his family took a leap of faith to join 
a brand-new school. He notes that those early 
years were tough: “We were all learning as we 
were going.” Despite the many challenges of 
learning on the fly, going to Nativity opened 
doors and gave him connections that he didn’t 
know were options. “Nativity introduced me to 
a number of people whose goal was to make 
sure we were successful,” Macias notes. After 
he graduated from Marquette University High 
School, Macias attended the Milwaukee School 
of Engineering (MSOE).

Macias graduated from MSOE in 2005 with a 
degree in Computer Engineering and worked 
at a variety of companies in Milwaukee. But 
he notes that he always had an itch to start 

his own business, “I felt I could be my own 
best boss or someone else’s okay employee. 
As my own boss, the only person preventing 
me from being successful was myself.” Macias 
followed his passion and founded his own 
company, Snazzy Badger LLC, which specializes 
in web development and professional tech 
consultation.  

Hard work, drive, grit, creative problem-solving 
and learning from failure are some of the 
keys to Macias’ success. These same skills 
were honed 25 years ago as Macias and his 
classmates forged a path by trial and error to 
become Nativity Jesuit’s first class of students. 
When asked what advice he has for our current 
students, he stated “I learned a lot from doing, 
and especially from failing. This doesn’t only 
apply to academics, but includes learning how 
to be women and men for others.”

Rigo Macias is one of many stand-out 
alumni whose lives have been altered by 
Nativity Jesuit Academy and who, in turn, 
are incredible leaders making significant 
achievements in the community.

Snazzy Badger, LLC: A Graduate with a Dream

Rigo Macias is one of many stand- 
out alumni whose lives have 

been altered by Nativity Jesuit 
Academy and who, in turn, are 

incredible leaders making significant 
achievements in the community.

ALUMNI FEATURE

Our 4th grade students practiced being religious and loving, two of our Jesuit values, when they 
participated in a secret prayer partner activity as their New Year’s resolution. Each student wrote on 

a small piece of paper something that they needed extra help with in their life. Examples of their goals 
included: remembering homework, going to bed earlier so I’m not tired for school, helping my mom 
with my little sister.

Nativity Jesuit 4th grade teacher, Mrs. Oldenburg, collected their anonymous goals in a basket. One by 
one, the students selected someone else’s goal. Their task was simple, to remember to pray for their 
classmate’s intention or hope. Months later, Mrs. Oldenburg often catches her students reading the 
intentions quietly as they continue to pray for one another.

Prayer Partners Offer Students 
Opportunity to be Religious and Loving

MILWAUKEE TO MERCER
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uThe Parent Program includes a visit to our summer 
program in Mercer, Wisconsin for the students and 
their parents.  It provides an opportunity for families to 
reconnect, bond and participate in activities with their sons. 

vOur students love to swim in Long Lake.

wThe Thundercup, the annual Camp-wide soccer 
tournament, is where legends are made.

xSunsets never disappoint up north!

yEvery Sunday, students gather as a community to 
receive the Eucharist and pray together.

zDaily quiet time provides an opportunity for our 
students to read, rest and write letters home. This summer, 
our students logged more hours reading than any summer 
in the history of Camp Thunderhead!

v

w

x

z

u

y

Camp Thunderhead 2018



CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  
        Transforming Lives 
                  RIBBON-CUTTING EVENT - SEPTEMBER 19, 2018

SCHOOL FEATURE

BEFORE AND AFTER SUMMER EXPANSION AND RENOVATIONS:

Nativity Jesuit quietly launched the Transforming Lives capital 
campaign in late 2016. The overall capital campaign is focused on 

raising $5 million to expand the school. We have realized great success 
and have raised almost $3.5 million in gifts and pledges. Individuals and 
foundations have supported the expansion and renovation so that this 
unique, high quality education can be offered to even more Latino children 
on the South Side of Milwaukee. The first priority of the Transforming 
Lives campaign targeted the expansion and renovation of the school’s 
Milwaukee campus and the renovation of the Mercer summer campus to 
accommodate the school’s growing enrollment. Over the past five years, 
the school has added six new elementary grades and grown from an all-
boys middle school of 80 students to a K4-8 school of almost 260 students. 

The summer expansion and renovations of the building (pictured below) 
included a complete renovation of the third floor that created four new 
classrooms, a tutoring space, a meeting room, an upgraded library, new 
lockers and for the first time in the history of the school — a STEM lab. 
The second floor was renovated as well including new carpet, furniture 
and freshly painted walls. Also, the parking lot was expanded and the 
school’s cafeteria was expanded and renovated. Remaining expansion 
and renovation projects for the building are slated to be completed in the 
summer of 2019. 
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Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett along with donors 
helped the school celebrate the newly renovated 
space.

John Mehan, Board Chair, and Jay Schwister, 
Campaign Chair, provided key leadership for the 
campaign.

Left: Marquette 
University High School 
graduates making a 
difference, Milwaukee 
Mayor Tom Barrett and 
Assistant Principal  
John Meuler.

Above: Fr. Rick Abert, S.J., (far right) 
Superior of the Père Marquette Jesuit 
Community and Nativity Jesuit trustee, 
blesses one of the newly renovated 
rooms at the school.

Renovation of the third floor created four new 
classrooms, a tutoring space, a meeting room, an 
upgraded library, new lockers and for the first time 
in the history of the school — a STEM lab. 

Renovations included 
expansion of the 
parking lot.

To learn more about how you can continue to help transform lives, contact Director of Advancement, 
Kyle Dlabay, at 414-645-1060 ext. 151 or dlabayk@njms.org.



WHY I GIVE

Jim Parks first connected with Nativity Jesuit 
Academy through Larry Siewert, one of the 

school’s founders. Since that first moment, Parks 
has mentored three alumni through their high 
school experiences. His fourth mentee, Javier  
Parra ‘14, graduated from high school this past May.

Javier attended Marquette University High School 
with Parks’ son, Aidan. In fact, they had lockers 
right next to each other. Parks shares, “I told Javier 
that I was going to watch out for him every day.” 
Incidentally, the boys continued their education 
side-by-side as freshmen at UW-Madison this fall.

Parks has found his experience with the mentoring 
program very meaningful. He finds that high school 
is a big transition for Nativity Jesuit graduates as 
they head to a different environment and need 
to adjust. In his experience, he has acted as a 
sounding board and inspired confidence in his 
mentees.

“The best gift is to see someone succeed,” says 
Parks. “I am a believer in education as a gateway 
to opportunity. Mentors help students navigate 
the next step and get to see them grow as adults, 
which is so rewarding.”

 
 
For more information on how you can become a mentor 
at Nativity Jesuit Academy, please contact Director of 
Graduate Support, Kevin Foley, at 414-645-1060 ext. 424 
or by email at foleyk@njms.org. Thank you!

OUR JESUIT IDENTITY

By: Br. Matt Wooters, S.J.  

We are excited to continue our relationship with Marquette 
University’s Center for Peacemaking this year. Peace Works is 

a weekly curriculum for the 4th and 5th graders on social-emotional 
intelligence, conflict resolution and cognitive restructuring. It teaches 
our scholars how their brains works, what informs their choice making 
and what they might do to make better choices. As the school social 
worker, I am impressed with how Peace Works gives our scholars the 
language to name their challenges as well as the tools to effectively 
cope with those challenges. In addition to the dynamic facilitator, Mr. 
Tim Jefferies, Peace Works brings MU undergrad students to help 

with each lesson. Peace Works has been a great 
tool to foster relationships and furthers our inter-
institutional Jesuit identity in Milwaukee. 

“Nativity Jesuit students have been some of 
the most engaged and insightful students I’ve 
worked with at any Catholic school. They have 
been willing to get personal and share their 
vulnerabilities, while also being super open 
and responsive to learning skills that will help 
them in their thinking, their relationships and 
their lives. Each student comes with their own 

background and their own perspective, and each 
lesson attempts to meet them where they’re at, 
teach them important skills and have fun in the 
process. Getting to teach them, read scripture 
and pray together is a highlight of my week, 
making Peace Works sessions at NJA super 
valuable to all involved.”  
    — Mr. Tim Jefferies 

Br. Matt Wooters, S.J. joined Nativity Jesuit in 2016  
as the school’s first social worker. He is a member of the Midwest 
Jesuit Province.

Peace Works connects Nativity Jesuit with Marquette University

Maribel Alcaraz is the newest member of 
the front office team and is excited to work 
with the school’s families. She is also a 
Nativity Jesuit parent with two daughters 
at the school. Maribel is from Michoacan, 
Mexico. 

Cristina Betancourt joins the school as a 
School Aide. She is from Guadalajara, 
Jalisco, Mexico. In Mexico, Cristina 
received her bachelor’s degree in 
communications. She earned her 
associate’s degree in Early Childhood 

Education. Her relationship with the school began in 2015 
when she first joined the staff of Camp Thunderhead. 

Megan Fischer is the school’s first-ever 
third grade teacher. Megan grew up in 
Milwaukee and attended Divine Savior 
Holy Angels High School. She went to the 
University of St.  Thomas in Saint Paul, 
Minnesota where she studied Elementary 

Education and Catholic Studies and then moved to 
Boston where she completed her master’s degree at 
Boston College in Curriculum and Instruction. She has 
taught third grade for the last three years and is excited 
to move back to Milwaukee to join the Nativity Jesuit 
community.

Kevin Foley serves as Director of 
Graduate Support. Kevin is well-versed 
in the mission of the school as he spent 
seven summers at Camp Thunderhead 
as a counselor and teacher. He attended 
Marquette University for his bachelor’s 

degree in  English and Education and master’s degree 
in English.

Erin Malone joins the school as a School 
Aide. Erin was born and raised in 
Milwaukee where she attended Pius XI 
High School. She graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. 
Erin finished up a year of service in July 

through the Jesuit Volunteer Corps where she served in 
Newark and the Bronx. While in the Bronx, she worked as 
a sixth grade social studies teacher at a Nativity school 
called St. Ignatius School. Erin is very excited to continue 
working within the Nativity model and to be back in her 
hometown.

Jon Nowak joined the school as Director 
of Operations earlier this year and jumped 
right in to lead the summer construction 
projects around the school. Jon graduated 
from Marquette High School and 
volunteered at Nativity during his high 

school experience. He is a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison with a bachelor’s degree in English 
and has an MBA in Education Leadership from MSOE.  
Jon also participated in Teach  For America at a Charter 
School in New Orleans where he taught math and social 
studies. 

Martha Perez is the school’s K4 teacher. 
Martha graduated from California State 
University of Bakersfield with a bachelor’s 
degree in Liberal Studies with a 
concentration in mathematics. She has 
worked with K4 children for the last three 

years—both in Bakersfield and Milwaukee. Martha is 
eager to create an enthusiastic learning atmosphere, 
where children will have the opportunity to explore, 
define, infer and analyze concepts. She has a strong 
commitment to student learning development and looks 
forward to collaborating with their families.

Making a Difference
          

THE PACK GROWS
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WELCOME
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PARENT FEATUREEVENT RECAP
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Look Back at the 2018 Golf Outing 

Our 17th Annual Golf Outing was a huge success! 
More than 130 supporters enjoyed the beautiful 

course at Blue Mound Country Club. The event went 
off without a hitch as the dark clouds held off and the 
skies cleared turning into a lovely afternoon. We are 
so grateful for the Golf Outing committee and all our 
sponsors for helping us plan and execute an amazing 
afternoon to benefit our students.

A Specialty: Nativity Jesuit Salsa

Every year during our Scholarship Dinner, 
there is one item our guests can’t wait to bid 

on.  The Nativity Jesuit Salsa subscription has 
become a staple at the event and an item that 
causes a bidding war.

Maria Hernandez, the woman in charge of 
preparing the tasty salsa or “Chayo” as her 
friends call her, loves to cook traditional 
dishes at home. The salsa recipes she makes 
are her family’s recipes that she has kept over 
the years. 

Chayo loves to make her salsas fresh every 
morning on delivery day and looks forward 
to it every year. “This is my way of giving 
back. It is what I can share with all the 
wonderful people that give my children and 

granddaughter a path to the future.” Chayo is 
a great model of sharing our talents with the 
community for the greater good.

Our family has been able to enjoy the 
Nativity Salsa for a few years now.  We 
look forward to the delivery of the fresh 
tasty salsa and the kids enjoy the variety 
of fruit salsas. Can't wait for this year's 
subscription!”  
                            —Chad and Kelly Neumann 

“The salsa is beyond description.  First 
and foremost, it’s made with love…that is 
evident from the handmade label and the 
tantalizing aromas once you twist open 
the cover.” 
                            —Mark Zimmerman

Peggy (NJA Board Member) and Tom Hauser, 
Lori and Dave Nicholas

Guy Hanna, Kevin Frisinger, Scott Stanek, Tom Magnus

Phoun Thao, Ugo Nwagbaraocha, Josiah NJA ’19, Sue Smith  
and Jeremy Fojut

Julia Syburg, Karen Gardner, Katie Mehan, Barb FarnhamTim Kerrigan, Ed Kitz (NJA Board Member), Ken Rickert, Brian Pankow  
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   UPCOMING EVENT

GOLF OUTING 2019  
 
Mark your calendars now 
for MONDAY, AUGUST 5, 
2019 at Blue Mound Golf  
and Country Club

Stay connected with Nativity Jesuit Academy by finding us on social media:

/NativityJesuit/NativityJesuitAcademy /NativityJesuitAcademy

VISIT NATIVITY JESUIT 
ACADEMY 
Come see all the changes! Contact 
Nativity Jesuit Director of Advancement, 
Kyle Dlabay, at 414-645-1060 ext. 151 or 
by email at dlabayk@njms.org to set up 
a visit.


