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FROM THE PRESIDENT

O

ne of my favorite prayers is
taken from a letter written by
the late author and paleontologist
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, a
French Jesuit.

A

“Above all,” the prayer begins,
“trust in the slow work of God.
We are quite naturally impatient
in everything to reach the end
without delay.” The prayer
suggests patience in all things,
especially patience with yourself
and others.

We should like to skip the
intermediate stages. We are
impatient of being on the way to
something unknown, something
new.

I have witnessed the powerful, slow work of God in the past four
years at Nativity Jesuit Academy. It has been a hopeful waiting,
full of confidence that God is about to do something exciting and
that whatever God brings will be more than we ever imagined…
and it was.
Waiting for each new elementary grade to be launched and
every new area of the building to be renovated and expanded.
Witnessing the generosity of so many people that brought to
life something extraordinary – the chance to replace the cycle of
poverty in our community with a cycle of hope and opportunity.
With God’s guidance, we gave new life to Nativity Jesuit and we
now serve more than 250 students and families. We added 172
students and six new grades in five years and provided the best
space for teaching and learning. We added talented faculty and
staff that inspire me every day. It’s all possible because of our
amazing parents, who show a profound trust in us – and in God –
that makes what happens here quite remarkable.
“And so I think it is with you,” Teilhard writes later in his prayer.
“Your ideas mature gradually – let them grow, let them shape
themselves, without undue haste.” Waiting can be hard, but
Nativity Jesuit is a sure sign that we can trust in the slow work
of God.

BOVE ALL, trust in the slow
work of God. We are quite
naturally impatient in everything
to reach the end without delay.

And yet it is the law of all
progress that it is made by
passing through some stages of
instability and that it may take a
very long time.
And so I think it is with you. Your
ideas mature gradually – let them
grow, let them shape themselves,
without undue haste.
Don’t try to force them on, as
though you could be today what
time (that is to say, grace and
circumstances acting on your
own good will) will make of you
tomorrow.
Only God could say what this new
spirit gradually forming within
you will be.
Give Our Lord the benefit of
believing that his hand is leading
you, and accept the anxiety of
feeling yourself in suspense and
incomplete.
—Pierre Teilhard de Chardin
Trust in the Slow Work of God

Gratefully,

Susan M. Smith
President
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On the cover
Robin Rico (left), Class of 2015, is Nativity
Jesuit’s First QuestBridge Scholar. He is
shown with his brother, Gerardo, a fifthgrade student at Nativity. Story on page 4.

PRIDE IN THE PACK

Nativity Jesuit by the Numbers 2018-19

STUDENTS

FACULTY

RECORD ENROLLMENT

12:1

252

ALUMNI

100%

Student-Faculty ratio

High school graduation rate

Faculty with Master’s degree or
higher = 50%

Number of students
currently being served Grades K4-8

Latino = 100%

100%

Faculty average years of
experience = 8 years

Catholic = 99%

College acceptance rate

In 2018, 100% of our students
graduated from high school and 100%
were accepted into college.

Daily Attendance
Rate = 98%
Student Retention
Rate = 95%

23

Percentage of students returning to
Nativity Jesuit from previous year.

Average ACT score

School Choice = 97%

Our alumni score an average of
23 points on the ACT composite
compared to the national average
of 21 for all test takers and the
national average of 18 for
Latino males.

Percentage of students participating
in the Private School Choice Program,
including the Milwaukee Parental
Choice Program (MPCP) and
the Wisconsin Parental Choice
Program (WPCP).

For more information, please
visit our Nativity Jesuit by
the Numbers page at
www.nativityjesuit.org.

Wisconsin Forward Exam Results — Spring 2018
% OF STUDENTS PROFICIENT OR ADVANCED

The chart shows the percentage
of students who tested as
Proficient or Advanced for the
Wisconsin Forward Exam during
the spring of 2018. For more
information about the Forward
Exam, visit the Wisconsin
Department of Public Instruction
website at dpi.wi.gov/
assessment/forward.
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COVER STORY

Robin Rico: First QuestBridge Scholar

R

obin Rico is making Nativity Jesuit
Academy history.

The 2015 graduate, who now attends
Marquette University High School, is the
first alumnus to receive the prestigious
QuestBridge Scholarship, which is worth
more than $200,000 to each recipient for four
years of college. QuestBridge focuses on
providing opportunity to the nation’s brightest
high school students from low-income
backgrounds.
For Rico, a drive to
succeed and strong
work ethic took root at
Nativity Jesuit.

Robin Rico in fifth grade

“Robin’s classmates
even looked to him
as a role model as
someone who seeks
excellence,” says
Assistant Principal
John Meuler, who was
Rico’s English teacher
at Nativity Jesuit.

time and effort,” Rico says when asked about
advice to the next generation of Nativity
students.
“Just keep doing the small things and putting
the effort in even if you don’t feel like it. You
constantly have to fight through the setbacks,”
he adds. “Fall down seven times, get up
eight. Latinos see struggles that others don’t
necessarily see.”
Rico shines as an example of perseverance.
He says his mother is his biggest inspiration,
equating her to a “superhero” with “an
endless grit to always come out on top and
keep pushing. This is where my wanting to
help others comes from.”

Rico earned the “Spirit of Nativity” award
at his eighth-grade graduation. “Spiritually,
Nativity has ingrained an identity within me
that encourages me to help others,” he says.

He is thinking about becoming a doctor,
motivated in part by helping to take care of
his late father before he died. Rico also helps
look after his two younger siblings.

Rico also put the academic lessons learned
at Nativity to good use. For instance, he
took the custom of taking care of homework
during study hall with him to Marquette High,
allowing Rico to keep track of homework and
plan his time.

“There are a lot of negative stereotypes
about Latinos. You want to become someone
who not only overcomes those stereotypes,
but becomes a beacon for others who feel
the same way you do,” Rico says. “Become
a figure for the younger generation so they
know they don’t have to stay in the streets.
They can strive for more and work to
achieve.”

“You think quizzes and homework won’t affect
you, but they help you build habits that take
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“Spiritually, Nativity has
ingrained an identity within
me that encourages me
to help others.”
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The QuestBridge
scholarship is part of a
generous financial aid
package provided by
a QuestBridge college
partner that covers the cost
of attendance, including
tuition and books, along
with room and board. Rico
will be attending Wesleyan
University in Connecticut.
In the school’s 25-year
history, “Robin Rico stands
out as an exceptional
student,” Meuler says.
“His work ethic is matched
by his commitment to
the values of Christian
leadership and service.”

Robin Rico (right) and his brother,
Gerardo, a fifth-grade student,
photographed in Robin’s eighth-grade
classroom, which now serves as the
third-grade classroom.

QuestBridge calls itself “a powerful platform that connects the nation’s brightest students
from low-income backgrounds with leading institutions of higher education and further
opportunities.” The hope is to increase the percentage of talented low-income students
attending the country’s best universities and “the ranks of national leadership itself.” College
Match Scholarship Recipients are granted admission to one of QuestBridge’s college
partners with a full, four-year scholarship worth more than $200,000 each and includes
tuition and fees, room and board, books and supplies and travel expenses. Financial aid
packages have no parental contributions or student loans, but may include a student
contribution in the form of a federal work-study job, summer work or student savings.

(Source: QuestBridge, www.questbridge.org)
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SCHOOL FEATURE

Transformative Education:
Twenty-five years of impact on our

Above: Eleazar Lopez ’97, mentor
and emeritus board member Bob
Monday, Humberto Sanchez ‘00
and Rigo Macias ’96 participate
in a Q&A panel at a mentor/
mentee event. Right: Anna Clair
and George Gaspar at the 2018
Scholarship Dinner in October.
George served as the school’s first
board chair. Far right: Dr. Carlos
Torres ’02 at his graduation from
Harvard Medical School.

1971

A group of Jesuits open a
middle school on the Lower
East Side of Manhattan
to serve immigrants in the
area. The Nativity model
provides middle school-aged
boys with an educational
program in which they can
excel academically, socially
and spiritually.

Early 1990s

The Wisconsin Province
of the Society of Jesus
(Jesuits) decide to establish
Nativity school for Latino
boys that would set a
foundation to develop future
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Christian leaders in the
Milwaukee community.

1993

Nativity Jesuit Middle
School opens its doors to
14 incoming sixth-graders
at St. Patrick’s at Seventh
and Washington Streets.
Rev. Bill Johnson, S.J. and
Larry Siewert were the first
leaders of the school.
The first Camp Thunderhead
summer academic residential
program takes place
in Mercer, Wisconsin.
Year-round academic
programming is an
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essential element to the
Nativity model. Our third
semester of the school
year helps to eliminate the
“summer slide” in learning
that is common for urban
students.

1999

The Graduate Support
Program begins to assist
alumni to help students
achieve success in high
school. The pairing of an
alumnus with an adult
mentor to help guide
students through high school
and beyond is an important
part of the program.

2000

First alumni graduate from
high school.

2004

Juan Martin ’96 becomes the
first Nativity Jesuit alumnus
to receive his bachelor’s
degree from Loras College.
Nativity Jesuit moves to
current building (Marian
Hall) at 29th and Orchard
Streets The building,
formerly used by the School
Sisters of St. Francis,
provides the needed space
to continue academic
success.

Celebrating 25 years
community.

Above left: Principal Vanessa Solis interacts with K5 students. Above right: Larry Siewert, Mayor Tom
Barrett, the Rev. Bill Johnson, S.J., Timothy Cardinal Dolan (past archbishop of Milwaukee and current
archbishop of New York), past principal Rosario Sanchez and past chair of the board of trustees Joe
Delgadillo celebrate the school’s new home at 29th and Orchard in 2004.

PRESIDENT HISTORY
• REV. BILL JOHNSON, S.J.
• GREG MEULER

2008

Fifth grade is added to the
middle school program.
The additional space in
Marian Hall and the school’s
successful outcomes prompt
the addition of a grade level
to serve more Latino families.

2014

Carlos Torres ‘02 graduates
from Harvard Medical School
to become the first alumnus
to complete medical school.
Torres now is a primary care
pediatrician and associate
director for diversity and
inclusion at MassGeneral
Hospital for Children in
Chelsea, Massachusetts.

He is also an instructor in
pediatrics at Harvard Medical
School. "Nativity changes
lives. It changed mine,”
Torres says.

2014

The coed K4 program begins
as the school starts adding
elementary grades in a plan
to become a K4 through
eighth grade academy.
One reason that the school
decides to expand is to
meet the growing needs
of the Latino community in
Milwaukee.

2018

The school completes a
$2.5 million renovation and

expansion to accommodate
growing student enrollment.
The project includes a
complete renovation of the
third floor to create four new
classrooms, a tutoring space,
a meeting room, an upgraded
library, new lockers and a
STEM lab.

2018-19
School Year
The 25th anniversary
celebration coincides with
the school becoming a full
K4-8 school with a record
enrollment of 252 students. In
the last five years, the school
has added six grades and
172 students.

• REV. JIM FLAHERTY, S.J.
• MELODIE WYTTENBACH
• SUE SMITH

BOARD CHAIR HISTORY
• GEORGE GASPAR
• JOE DELGADILLO
• JOHN STANLEY
• BOB WISNIEWSKI
• MICHAEL ZIELINSKI
• DAVID MURPHY
• JOHN MEHAN
nativityjesuit.org | Spring 2019
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OUR JESUIT IDENTITY

Third-graders are Inspired by Saint Oscar Romero
Megan Fisher – Third-Grade Teacher

T

Third-graders make their own classroom cross inspired by Saint Oscar Romero.

SCHOOL FEATURE

hird-graders celebrated the
canonization of Saint Oscar
Romero by first learning about
the life and work of the late
Salvadoran archbishop through
a reader’s theater in October. A
reader’s theater involves students
reading scripts that were created
from books or stories. The goal is
to improve students’ reading skills
and confidence. The students were
so inspired to share all they learned
that they performed their production
for K4 through fourth grade students
at a morning assembly. One of
the things they explored was the
style of crosses that are commonly
attributed to Romero. Every day,
third-graders are reminded of
Romero’s commitment to justice and
bravery when they walk out their
classroom door under the cross.
It serves as inspiration to let God
work through us in order to become
scholarly saints for Nativity Jesuit
and the rest of the community.

Adjusting Our Learning Environment
Rose Oldenburg – Fourth-Grade Homeroom Teacher

“Some students
dance as they
work, some walk
in circles, but
they all get their
work done!“
8

A

s a teacher, I am always trying to find better ways to improve the
classroom environment. Last summer, I took a class at the University
of Notre Dame focusing on assessment and interventions for high-need
students. My research and coursework pointed to creating the least restrictive
and most supportive environment possible for every child. Very few students
learn best while sitting still. I will try my best to accommodate to each
student’s needs, whether that means giving a child an opportunity to stand,
move or even dance while learning, in order to focus on how I can improve
their environment to succeed. This year, students in our classroom are using
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YEAR IN PICTURES

Lobos in Action

v

u

Students test problem solving,
spatial reasoning and creativity skills.

v

First-grade students enjoy
learning and exploring at the
Milwaukee Public Museum.

w Seventh- and eighth-grade

u

teams participate in the Future City
Competition at the Milwaukee School
of Engineering.

x Students celebrate the 100th day

of school by building a tower with
100 cups. The 100th day celebration
is an exercise used to teach math
concepts.

y

w
y

z

x

Third-grade students partner with
retired priests from the St. Camillus
Jesuit Residence during the 100th
day celebration. Students dress to
look like they are
100 years old on this
day.

z K4 and fourth-

grade students sing
during the Christmas
Posada Concert.

for the Better
a standing desk and wiggle seats (cushions the students put
on their chairs) to allow those who need an energy outlet an
alternative to leaving the classroom for a break. The sensory input
provided by the wiggle seats helps students, including those with
ADHD, to focus on the task in front of them while letting out some
energy. The standing desk also encourages focus while allowing
for more energetic movement. Students are constantly asking to
work at the standing desk. Some students dance as they work,
some walk in circles, but they all get their work done!
nativityjesuit.org | Spring 2019
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ALUMNI FEATURE

Alumni Highlights: Seeking Intellectual Excellence
Our alumni continue to be agents of change and leaders in the community. We are very proud
of what they are doing to be “Men and Women with and for Others.”

In College
Ramon Rocha ‘12 was highlighted in Hispanic
Professionals of Greater Milwaukee's monthly
newsletter in January as its student of the
month. Rocha attends the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
Ramon also attended the United States Hispanic
Leadership Institute (USHLI) Conference in
Chicago in February. The conference included
a series of workshops and keynote speakers
including labor leader and activist Dolores
Huerta; presidential candidates Julian Castro
and Beto O'Rourke; and USHLI president
and co-founder Juan Andrade. “Having the
room full of successful Latinos telling us their
stories solidified the faith I have in myself
to succeed and to make a difference in my
community,” Ramon says. “They reminded me
of the importance of being involved with one’s
community and building up others around you.
We were provided with insight on how we can
act in our own communities to improve them. In
the end, I left with a better sense of my heritage
and long-term goals of building up others and
myself.”

As part of their Senior Shared Life project, these four Marquette High
students chose to come back “home” to Nativity Jesuit to do their
service in February. Noel, Manny, Leo and Josue ‘16 (left to right). The
four agree that “Once a Lobo, always a Lobo.”

Jonathan Contreras ‘14 is part of a program at St.
Norbert College called Students Taking Academic
Responsibility, which supports minority and firstgeneration students. Jonathan also attended the
USHLI conference in February. "It was incredible
being surrounded by so many other Hispanics
celebrating who we are. I hadn't felt that
empowered in a while," he says.
Eddie Perea ‘11 graduated from Marquette University
with a degree in political science in December. He
was accepted into the master’s program in political
science at Marquette in January.

Dominican's "Knights in Shining
Armor" Award
Each month, Dominican High School awards the
"Knights in Shining Armor" award for academic
improvement in each subject. Jair ‘17 was
recognized with this honor by the social studies
department in November.

Participation in MUHS Virgen de
Guadalupe Celebration
Adrian ‘16 (third from left) participated in Marquette University High
School’s “Somos Amigos” service trip during the summer of 2018.
Adrian spent two weeks in Panama helping to build a community
multi-purpose sports court.
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Jose ‘16 and Victor ‘16 performed a traditional
Mayan dance during a brunch at Marquette
University High School celebrating the Virgen
de Guadalupe.

EVENT RECAP

2018 Annual Scholarship Dinner
Nativity Jesuit’s Annual
Scholarship Dinner was
a huge success as we
celebrated the school’s
25th anniversary. The
Scholarship Dinner
committee and all of our
sponsors helped make
it an amazing evening
that directly benefits our
students and their families.
This important fundraising
event helps ensure that the
school continues to thrive.

Left: Past Nativity Jesuit principal Rosario Sanchez, supporter
Mary Henke and event emcee Toya Washington of WISN 12.
Above: Eighth-grade student Emmanuel; his mother, Alma; and his
brother, sixth-grader Angel speak during the appeal, when guests
are asked to consider supporting the wonderful work at the school.

Above: Supporters Greg and Louise Berg, and past Nativity
Jesuit President Greg Meuler.
Right: Eighth-graders Randy, Omar and Cristian help sell raffle
tickets.

WHY I GIVE

Make An Impact — The Power of Planned Giving

W

ith record enrollment and impressive outcomes, Nativity Jesuit Academy is thriving as the school
celebrates its 25th anniversary. Consider making a gift that will leave a legacy by helping generations of
students to come. A planned gift can assist in fulfilling this important mission as Nativity Jesuit plans for the
next 25 years and beyond.

PLANNED GIVING FACTS

•

Types of current planned gifts include donating
appreciated stock, IRA rollovers and real estate.

•

The most common type of planned giving is
done through a bequest via a donor’s will.
For more information about planned giving and
tax implications, please consult your financial
advisor.

•

Planned giving is important for people of all
ages. Anyone can make a planned gift at any
stage in their life.

•

Donors of any wealth background can make a
planned gift. There is no such thing as a gift that
is too small. All gifts are important to the school.

•

•

Planned giving can be a very simple process.

•

Certain types of planned gifts can be changed as
life events arise.

For more information, please contact Director of
Advancement Kyle Dlabay at 414-645-1060 X 151 or
via email dlabayk@njms.org.
nativityjesuit.org | Spring 2019
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UPCOMING EVENTS
2019 GOLF OUTING
August 5, 2019 at Blue Mound
Golf and Country Club
Register at nativityjesuit.org
2019 SCHOLARSHIP DINNER
SAVE THE DATE! October 24, 2019 at
Marquette University

VISIT NATIVITY JESUIT
Contact Nativity Jesuit Director of
Advancement, Kyle Dlabay, at
414-645-1060 ext. 151 or by email at
dlabayk@njms.org to schedule a visit.

Stay connected with Nativity Jesuit Academy by finding us on social media:
12

/NativityJesuitAcademy
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